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various, and dispersed over the earth; but that it so happened 
that fifteen heads of families were permitted to speak the same 
language, these are the same shown on the plate. These travel- 
led till they came to a country which they called Aztalan, sup- 
posed to be in the regions of the now United States, according to 
Humboldt. The word Aztalan signifies in their language, water, 
or a country of much water. Now, no country on the earth bet- 
ter suits this appellation than the western country, on account of 
the vast number of lakes found there, and is even, by us, called 
the lake country. 

There is another particular in this group of naked, dumb hu- 
man beings, worthy of notice, which is, that neither their coun- 
tenances nor form of their persons agree at all with the counte- 
nances or formation of the common Indians; they suit far bet- 
ter to the face of the ancient Britons, Greeks, Romans, Cartha- 
ginians and Persians. The Persians are supposed to have been 
the progenitors of the German tribes. 

If so, it is evident, that the Indians are not the first people who 
found their way to this country. Among these ancient nations 
are found many traditions corresponding to the accounts given 
by Moses, respecting the creation, the fall of man by the 
means of a serpent — the murder of Abel by his brother, dec.; all 
of which are denoted in their paintings, as found by the earlier 
travellers among them, since the discovery of America by 
Columbus, and carefully copied from their books of prepared 
hides, which may be called parchment, after the manner of the 
ancients of the earliest ages. We are pleased when we find such 
evidence, as it goes to the establishment of the truth, of the his- 
torical parts of the old Testament, evidence so far removed from 
the sceptic’s charge of priestcraft here among the unsephis- 
cated nations of the woods of America. 

Clavigero, in his history of Mexico, says that among the Chiap- 
anese Indians, was found an ancient manuscript in the language 
of that country, made by the Indians themselves, in which it was 
said, according to their ancient tradition, that a certain person, 
named Votan, was present at that great building, which was made 
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by order of bis ancle, in order to mount ap to heaven; that then 
every people was given their language, and that Votan himself was 
charged by God to make the division of the lands of An&huac — 
so Noah divided the earth among his sons. Votan may have 
been Noah, or a grandson of his* 

Of the ancient Indians of Cuba, several historians of America 
relate, that when they were interrogated by the Spaniards concern- 
ing their origo, they answered, they had heard from their ances- 
tors, that God created the heavens and the earth, and all things: 
that an old man having foreseen the deluge with which God de- 
signed to chastise the sins of men, built a large canoe and embark- 
ed in it with his family, and many animals; that when the inun- 
dation ceased, he sent out a raven, which, because it found food 
suited to its nature to feed on, never returned to the canoe; that 
he then sent out a pigeon, which soon returned, bearing a branch 
of the Hoba tree, a certain fruit tree of America, in its mouth; 
that when the old man saw the earth dry, he disembarked, 
and having made himself wine of the wood grape, he became in- 
toxicated and fell asleep; that then one of his sons made ridicule 
of his nakedness, and that another son piously covered him; that, 
upon waking, he blessed the latter and cursed the former. 
Lastly, these islanders held that they had their origin from the 
accursed son, and therefore went almost naked; that the Span- 
iards, as they were clothed, descended perhaps from the other. 

Many of the nations of America, says Clavigero, have the 
same tradition, agreeing nearly to what we have already related. 
It was the opinion of this author, that the nations who peopled 
the Mexican empire, belonged to the posterity of Naphtuhim — 
(the same, we imagine, with Japheth;) and that their ancestors 
having left Egypt not long after the confusion of the ancient 
language, travelled towards America, crossing over on the isth- 
mus, which it is supposed once united America with the African 
continent, but since has been beaten down by the operation of the 
waters of the Atlantic on the north, and Southern ocean on the 
south, or by the operation of earthquakes. 

Now we consider the comparative perfection of the preserva- 
tion of this Bible account, as an evidence that the people among 
whom it was found must have settled in this country at a very 
early period of time, after the flood, and that they did not wander 
y more, but peopled the continent, cultivating it, building towns 
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and cities, after their manner; the vestiges of which are so abun- 
dant to this day; and on this account, viz , their fixedness, their 
traditionary history was not as liable to become lost, as it would 
have undoubtedly been, had they wandered, as many other na- 
tions of the old world have done. As evidence of the presence 
of a Hindoo population in the southern, as well as the western 
parts of North America; we bring the Mexican traditions, re- 
specting some great religious teacher who once came among them. 
These say, that a wonderful personage, whom they name Quetzal- 
coolly appeared among them, who was a white and bearded man. 
This person assumed the dignity of acting as a priest and legis- 
lator, and became the chief of a religious sect, which like the 
Songasis, and the Boudhists of Hindostan, indicted on them- 
selves the most cruel penances. He introduced the custom of 
piercing the lips and ears, and lacerating the rest of the body, 
with the prickles of the agave and leaves, the thorns of the cac- 
tus, and of putting reeds into the wounds, in order that the blood 
might be seen to trickle more copiously. In all this, says Hum- 
boldt, we peem to behold one of those Rishi, hermits of the Gran- 
ges, whose pious austerity is celebrated in the books of the Hin- 
doos. Jewitt, a native of Boston, who lately died at Hartford, 
Conn., was some few years since, captured with the crew of the 
vessel in which he had sailed, by the Nootka Indians, at Nootka 
sound, on the Pacific. In his narrative of his captivity and suf- 
ferings, he states that those Indians had a religious custom, very 
similar to those of the Hindoos, now in use abput the temple of 
Juggernaut, in India; which was that of piercing their sides with 
long rods, and leaping about while the rods were in the wounds. 

Respecting this white and bearded man, much is said in their 
tradition, recorded in their books of skin, and among other things, 
that after a long stay with them he suddenly left them, promising 
to return again, in a short time, to govern them and renew their 
happiness. This person resembles, very strongly, in his promise 
to return again, the behavior of Lycurgus, the Spartan lawgiver, 
who, on his departure from Lacedaemon, bound all the citizens 
under an oath, both for themselves and posterity, that they would 
neither violate nor abolish his laws till his return; and soon after, 
in the Isle of Crete, he put himself to death, so that his return 
became impossible. 
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It was the posterity of this man whom the unhappy Montezuma 
thought he recognized in the soldiers of Cortez, the Spanish con- 
queror of Mexico. u We know,” said the unhappy monarch, in 
his first interview with the Spanish general, “ by our books, that 
myself and those who inhabit this country, are not natives but 
strangers, who came from a great distance. We know, also, that 
the chief who led our ancestors hither, returned for a certain time, 
to his primitive country, and thence came back to seek those who 
were here established, who after a while, returned again, alone. 
We always believed that his descendants would one day come to 
take possession of this country. Since you arrive from that re- 
gion where the sun rises , I cannot doubt but that the king who 
sends you is our natural master.” 

Humboldt says, that the Azteca tribes left their country, Azta- 
lan, in the year of our Lord 544; and wandered to the south or 
southwest, coming at last to the vale of Mexico. It would appear, 
from this view, that as the nations of Aztalan, with their fellow 
nations, left vast works, and a vast extent of country, apparently 
in a state of cultivation, with cities and villages, more in number 
than three thousand, as Breckenridge supposed, that they roust, 
therefore, have settled here long before the Christian era. 

The peculiar doctrines of the Hindoos, we are informed, were 
commenced to be taught in the east, among what is now called the 
Hindoo nations, by Zoroaster, about the time of Solomon, 500 
years before the time of Confucius, who was born 551 b. c. So 
that there was time for those doctrines of Confucius and Zoro- 
aster to take root in China, and to become popular, and also to 
reach America, by Hindoo missionaries, and overspread these 
regions long before the commencement of the Christian era. 

Of Zoroaster, it is said, that he wrote of the coming of the 
Messiah in plain words; and that the “ wise men” of the east, whb 
saw his star, were of his disciples, or sect. This doctrine he must 
have learned of the Jews whose books and theology had, when 
Zoroaster flourished, gone far among many nations from which 
they borrowed many things. But the peculiar doctrine of Con- 
fucius, which was the worship of fire as well as that of the sun, 
by Zoroaster, it is likely, was derived from the account he found 
among the archieves of the Jews, respecting the burning bush of 
which had taken place more than a thousand years before 
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the time of Confucius. From this originated, in all probability, 
as taught by Confucius, the burning of heroes, when dead, among 
many nations; and from this, that of immolating widows, as 
among the Hindoos, on the funeral pile, taught by the Brahmin 
missoinaries, who, undoubtedly, visited America, and planted 
their belief among these nations; the tokens of which appear so 
abundantly in the mounds and tumuli of the west 

And this Quetzalcotl, a celebrated minister of those opinions, ap- 
pears to have been the jirst who announced the religion of the east 
among the people of the west There was also one other minister, 
or Brahmin, who appeared among the Mozca tribes in South Ame- 
rica, whom they named Bochica. This personage taught the wor- 
ship of the sun; and if we were to judge, should pronounce him a 
missionary of the Confucian system, a worshipper of fire, which 
was the religion of the ancient Persians, of whose country Confu- 
cius was a native. This also is evidence that the first inhabitants 
of America came here at a period near the flood, long before that 
worship was known, or they would have had a knowledge of this 
Persian worship, which was introduced by Bochica among the 
American nations, which, it seems, they had not, until taught by 
this man. 

Bochica, it appears, became a legislator among those nations, 
and changed the form of their government to a form, the con- 
struction of which, says Baron Humholdt, bears a strong analogy 
to the governments of Japan and Thibet, on account of the pon- 
tiffs holding in their hands both the secular and the spiritual 
reins. In Japan, an island on the east of Asia, or rather many 
islands, which compose the Japanese empire, is found a religious 
sect, styled Sintt, who do not believe in the sanguinary rites 
of shedding either human blood, or that of animals, to propitiate 
their gods; they even abstain from animal food, and detest blood- 
shed, and will not touch any dead body. — (Morse’s Geography , 
p. 523.) 

Tfyere is in South America a whole nation who eat nothing but 
Vegetables, and who hold in abhorrence those who feed on flesh. 
— ( Humboldt , p, 200.) 

Such a coincidence in the religion of nations can scarcely be 
supposed to exist, unless they are of one origin. Therefore, from 
what we have related above, and a few pages back, it is clear* 
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both from the tradition of the Aztekas, who lived in the western 
regions before they went to the south, and from the fact that na- 
tions on the Asiatic side of Bhering’s strait having come annu- 
ally over the strait to fight the nations of the northwest, that we, 
in this way, have given conclusive and satisfactory reasons why, 
in the western mounds and tumuli, are found evident tokens of 
the presence ef a Hindoo population ; or, at least, of nations 
influenced by the superstitions of that people, through the means 
of missionaries of those casts, and that they did not bring those 
opinions and ceremonies with them, when they first left Asia, 
after the confusion of the antediluvian language, as led on by 
their fifteen chiefs ; till, by 9ome means, and at some period, 
they finally found this country — not by the way of Bhering’s strait, 
but some nearer course, as we have conjectured in other places in 
this work. 

Perhaps a few words on the supposed native country of 
Quetzalcotl may be allowed ; who, as we have stated, is reported 
to have been a white and bearded man, by the Mexican Aztekas. 
There is a vast range of islands on the northeast of Asia, in the 
Pacific, situated not very far from Bhering’s strait, in latitude 
between forty and fifty degrees north. The inhabitants of these 
islands, when first discovered, were found to be far in advance 
in the arts and civilization, and & knowledge of government, of 
their continental neighbors, the Chinese and Tartars. The 
island of Jesso, in particular, is of itself an empire, compara- 
tively, being very populous, and are also highly polished in their 
manners. The inhabitants may be denominated white — their 
women especially, whom Morse, in his geography of the Japan, 
Jesso, and others in that range, says expressly are white, fair and 
ruddy. Humboldt says they are a bearded race of men, like Eu- 
ropeans. 

It appears the ancient government of these islands, especially 
that of Japan, which is neighbor to that of Jesso, was in the hands 
of spiritual monarchs and pontiffs, till the seventeenth century. 
As this was the form of government introduced by Quetzalcotl, 
when he first appeared among the Azteka tribes, which we sup- 
pose was in the country of Aztalan, or western States, may it not 
be conjectured that he was a native of some of those islands, who 
in his wanderings had found his way hither, on errands of beno- 
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'Tolence; as it is said in the tradition respecting him, that he 
preached peace among men, and would not allow any other offer- 
ing to the divinity than the first fruits of the harvest, which doc- 
trine was in character with the mild and amiable manners of the 
inhabitants of those islands. And that peculiar and striking re- 
<5ord, found painted on the Mexican skin-books, which describes 
him to have been a white and bearded man, is our other reason for 
supposing him to have been a native of some of these islands, and 
most probably Jesso, rather than any other country. 

The inhabitants of these islands originated from China, and with 
them undoubtedly carried the Persian doctrines of the worship of 
the sun and fire; consequently, we find it taught to the people of 
Aztalan and Mexico* by such as visited them from China, or the 
islands above named; as it is clear the sue was not the original 
object of adoration in Mexico, but rather the power which made 
the sun. So Noah worshipped. 

Their traditions also recognize another important chief, who led 
the Azteka tribes first to the country of Aztalan, long before the 
appearance of Quetzalcotl, or Bochica, among them. This great 
leader they name Tecpaltzin, and doubtless allude to the time 
when they first found their way to America, and settled in the 
western region. 


A Description of the Ceremonies of Fire-Worship, as prac- 
tised by certain Tribes on the Arkansas. 

Mr. Ash witnessed an exhibition of fire-worship, or the worship 
of the sun, as performed by a whole tribe at the village of Ozark, 
near the mouth of the Ozark, or Arkansas river, which empties 
into the Mississippi from the west. 

He says he arrived at the village at a very fortunate period; at 
* time when it was filled with Indians, and surrounded with their 
xjamp. They amounted to about 900, and were composed of the 
.remnants of various nations, and were worshippers of the sun. 
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The aeoond day after his arrival happened to be the grand 
festival among them. He had the most favorable opportunity of 
witnessing their adorations at three remarkable stages — the sun’e 
rising, meridian and setting. 

The morning was propitious, the air serene, the horizon clear*, 
the weather calm. The nations divided into classes; warriors* 
young men and women, and married men with their children. 
Each class stood in the form of a quadrant, that each individual 
might behold the rising luminary, and each class held up a particu- 
lar offering to the sun the instant he rose in his glory. The war* 
riors presented their arms, the young men and women offered ears 
of oorn and branches of trees, and married women held up to hia 
light their infant children. These acts were performed in silence, 
till the object of their adoration visibly rose; when, with one im- 
pulse, the nations burst into praise, and -sung a hymn in loud cho- 
rus. The lines, which were sung with repetitions, and marked 
by pauses, were full of sublimity and judgment. Their meaning, 
when interpreted, is as follows : 

44 Great Spirit ! master of our lives. Great Spirit ! master of 
things visiblo and invisible, and who daily makes them visible and 
invisible. Great Spirit ! master of every other spirit, good or bad;, 
command the good to be favorable to us, and deter the bad from 
the commission of evil. O Grand Spirit ! preserve the strength 
and courage of our warriors, and augment their number, that 
they may resist the oppression of the Spanish enemies, and re- 
cover the country, and the rights of our fathers. O Grand Spirit! 
preserve the lives of such of our old men as are inclined to give 
counsel and example to the young. Preserve our children, multi- 
ply their number, and let them be the comfort and support of de- 
clining age. Preserve our corn and our animals, and let no fa- 
mine desolate the land. Protect our villages, guard our lives. O 
Great Spirit ! when you hide your light behind the western hills, 
protect us from the Spaniards, who violate the night, and do evil 
which they dare not commit in the presence of your beams. Good 
Spirit ! make known to us your pleasure, by sending to ns the 
Spirit of Dreams. Let the Spirit of Dreams proclaim your will 
in the night, and we will perform it through the day; and if it 
•ay the time of some be closed, send them. Master of Life ! to 
the great country of souls, where they may meet their fathers,. 
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mothers, children and wives, and where you are pleased to shine 
upon them with a bright, warm and perpetual blaze ! O Grand L 
O Great Spirit! hearken to the voice of nations, hearken to all thy 
children, and remember us always, for we are descended from 
thee.” 

Immediately after this address, the four quadrants formed one 
immense circle, of several deep, and danced and sung hymns de- 
scriptive of the power of the sun, till near ten o’clock. They 
then amused and refreshed themselves in the village and camp, 
but assembled precisely at the hour of twelve, and formed a 
number of circles, commenced the adoration of the meridiah 
sun. The following is the literal translation of the mid-day ad- 
dress: 

“Courage, nations ! courage ! the Great Spirit looks down upon 
us from his highest seat, and by his lustre appears content with 
the children of his own power and greatness. Grand Spirit ! how 
great are his works, and how beautiful are they 1 How good is 
the Great Spirit ! He rides high to behold us. ’Tis he who causes 
all things to augment and to act He even now stands for a mo- 
ment to hearken to us. Courage, nations ! courage ! The Great 
Spirit, now above our heads, will make us vanquish our enemies; 
he will cover our fields with com, and increase the animals of our 
woods. He will see that the old be made happy, and that the 
young augment He will make the nations prosper, make them 
rejoice, and make them put up their voice to him, while he rises 
and sets in their land, and while his heat and light can thus glori- 
ously shine out” 

This was followed by dancing and hymns, which continued 
from two to three hours; at the conclusion of which, dinners were 
served and eaten with great demonstrations of mirth and hilarity* 
Mr. Ash says he dined in a circle of chiefs, on a barbecued hog, 
and venison very well stewed, and was perfectly pleased with the 
repast The dinner and repose after it continued till the sun was 
on the point of setting. On this being announced by several who 
had been on the watch, the nations assembled in haste, and 
formed themselves into segments of circles in the face of the sun, 
presenting their offerings during the time of his descent, and cry* 
ing aloud: 

“ The nations must prosper $ they have been beheld by the 
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Great Spirit What more can they want? Is not that happi- 
ness enough ? See ! he retires 9 great and content, after having 
visited his children with light and universal good. O Grand 
Spirit ! sleep not long in the gloomy west, but return and call 
your people once again to light and life, to light and life, to light 
and life.” 

This was succeeded by dances and songs of praise, till eleven 
o’clock at night; at which hour they repaired to rest, some retir- 
ing to the huts that formed their camp, and others to the vicinity 
of fires made in the woods, and along the river bank. Mr. Ash 
took up his abode with a French settler in the village. He un- 
derstood that these Indians have four similar festivals in the 
year— one for every season. When the sun does not shine or 
appear ou the adoration days, an immense fire is erected, around 
which the ceremonies are performed with equal devotion and 
oaro. 


Origin of Fire-Worship. 

Foa many ages the false religions of the east had remained 
stationary; but in this period, wutgumism received considerable 
strength from the writings of Zoroaster. He was a native of Me- 
dia. He pretended to a visit in heaven, where God spoke to him 
out of a fire. This fire he pretended to bring with him on his 
return. It was considered holy — the dwelling of God. The 
priests were forever to keep it, and the people were to worship 
before it He caused fire temples every where to be erected, that 
storms and tempests might not extinguish it As he considered 
God as dwelling in the fire, he made the sun to be his chief resi- 
<lence, and therefore the primary object of worship. He aban- 
doned the old system of two gods, one good and the other ejvil, and 
taught the existence one Supreme, who had under him a good and 
evil angel — the immediate authors of good and evil. To gain 
reputation, he retired into a cave, and there lived a long time a 
and composed a book called the Zend-Avesta, which con- 
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tains the liturgy to be used in the fire temples, and the chief doc- 
trines of his religion. His success in propagating his system was 
astonishingly great. Almost all the eastern world, for a season, 
bowed before him. He is said to have been slain, with eighty of 
his priests, by a Scythian prince, whom he attempted to convert 
to his religion. 

It is manifest that he derived his whole system of God’s dwell- 
ing in the fire, from the burning bush, out of which God spake to 
Moses. He was well acquainted with the Jewish Scriptures. He 
gave the same history of the creation and deluge that Moses had 
given, and inserted a great part of the Psalms of David into his 
writings. The Mehestani, his followers, believed in the immor- 
tality of the soul, in future rewards and punishments, and in the 
purification of the body by fire; after which they would be united 
to the good. — (Marsh’s Ecclesiastical History , p. 78.) From the 
same origin, that of the burning bush, it is altogether probable the 
worship of fire, for many ages, obtained over the whole habitable 
earth; and is still to be traced in the funeral piles of the Hindoos, 
the beacon fires of the Scotch and Irish, the periodical midnight 
fires of the Mexicans, and the council fires of the North Ameri- 
can Indians, around which they dance. 

A custom among the natives of New Mexico, as related by 
Baron Humboldt, is exactly imitated by a practice found still in 
some parts of Ireland, among the descendants of the ancient 
Irish. 

At the commencement of the month of November, the great fire 
of Sumhuin is lit up, all the culinary fires in the kingdom being 
first extinguished, as it was deemed sacrilege to awaken the win- 
ter’s social flame except by a spark snatched from this sacred fire; 
on which account the month of November is called, in the Irish 
language, Samhuin. 

To this day, the inferior Irish look upon bonfires as sacred ; 
they say their prayers, walking round them, the young dream upon 
their ashes, and the old take this fire to light up their domestic 
hearths, imagining some secret undefinable excellence connected 
with it 
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A Further Account of Western Antiquities. 

“ I have a brick,” says Mr. Atwater, “ now before me, over 
which lay, when found, wood, ashes, charcoal and human bones, 
burnt in a large and hot fire; and from what was found at Circle- 
ville, in the mound already described, it would seem that females 
were sometimes burnt with the males. I need not say that this 
custom was derived from Asia, as it is well known that is the only 
country to look to for the origin of such a custom. The Greeks 
and Romans practised burning their illustrious dead; it was prac- 
tised by several other nations ; but they all derived it from 
Asia.” 

In Dr. Clarke's volume of Travels from St. Petersburgh to the 
Crimea, in the year 1800, and his Travels in Russia, Tartary 
and Turkey, it is said conical mounds of earth, or tumuli, occur 
very frequently. The most remarkable may be seen between Ye- 
zolbisky and Voldai, on both sides of the road, and they continue 
over the whole country from the latter place to Jedrova,and finally, 
over the whole Russian empire. The author of the travels above 
alluded to, says, “ There are few finer prospects than that of Wo- 
ronetz, viewed a few miles from the town on the road to Pautoosky. 
Throughout the whole of this country are seen, dispersed over im- 
mense plains, mounds of earth, covered with fine turf, the sepul- 
chres of the ancient world, common to almost every habitable 
country.” 

This country, (Russia in Europe) from Petersburgh to the Cri- 
mea, a seaport on the Black sea, the region over which Adam 
Clarke travelled, is in the neighborhood of Mount Ararat; and, 
from the circumstance of the likeness existing between the mounds 
and tumuli there, which Clarke says are the “ tombs of the an- 
cient world,” and those of the same character, North and South 
America, we draw the conclusion that they belong nearly to one 
and the same era of time, viz: that immediately succeeding the 
confusion of language, at the building of Babel. We are told in 
the same volume of travels, that “ the Cossacks at Ekaterindara, 
dug into some of these mounds for the purpose of making cellars, 
and found in them several ancient vases,” earthen vessels, cor- 
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responding exactly with the vases found in the western mounds. 
Several have been found in our mounds which resemble one found 
in Scotland, described by Pennant A vessel apparently made of 
clay and shells, resembling in its form a small keg, with a spout 
on one side of it, formed like the spout of a tea-kettle, with a chain 
fastened to each end, made probably of copper, of which Mr. At- 
water has not informed us. This chain answered as a bail or 
handle: exactly on its top, or side, under the range of the chain 
handle, is an opening of an exact circle, which is the mouth of 
this ancient tea-kettle . — ( See plate, letter A .) 

In the Russian tumuli, are found the bones of various animals, 
as well as those of men. In the western tumuli are found also, 
the bones of men, as well as the teeth of bears, otters, and 
beavers. 

Thus we learn, from the most authentic sources, that these an- 
cient works existing in Europe, Asia, Africa and ^nerica, are 
similar in their construction, in the materials with which they 
were raised, and in the articles found in them. Let those who are 
constantly seeking occasion to overthrow the history of man, by 
Moses, consider this fact. Such persons have affected to believe 
that there were different stocks, or races of men, derived from 
different original fathers ; and in this way, they account for the 
appearance of human beings found on islands. But this similarity 
of works, language, and of tradition, relating to the most ancient 
history of man, indicates — nay, more, establishes the fact, that all 
men sprung from but one origin* one first man and woman, as Mo- 
ses has it in the book of Genesis. 

Some have supposed that/dl the great works of the west, of 
which we have been treating, belong to our present race of In- 
dians, but from continued wars with each other, have driven them- 
selves from agricultural pursuits, and thinned away their numbers 
to that degree, that the wild animals, and fishes of the rivers, and 
wild fruit of the forests, were found sufficient to give them sup- 
port; on which account, they were reduced to savagism. But 
this is answered by the Antiquarian Society, as follows: “ Have 
our present race of Indians ever buried their dead in mounds by 
thousands? Were they acquainted with the use of silver or cop- 
per? These metals curiously wrought have been found. Did the 
ancients of our Indians burn the bodies of distinguished chiefs on 
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funeral piles, and then raise a lofty tumulus, over the urn con- 
taining their ashea? Did the Indians erect any thing like the 
“ walled towns” on Paint creek 1 Did they ever dig such wells 
as are found at Marietta, Portsmouth, and above all, such as those 
in and near Paint creek ? Did they manufacture vesssels from 
calcareous breccia, equal to any now made in Italy % Did they 
ever make and worship an idol representing the three principal 
gods of India, called the triune cup ? — ( See plate , letter JEL) To 
this we respond, they never have — no, not even their traditions 
afford a glimpse of the existence of such things as forts, tu- 
muli, roads, wells, mounds, walls enclosing between one and two 
hundred, and even five hundred acres of land, — some of them of 
stone, and others of earth, twenty feet in thickness, and exceed- 
ingly high, and are works requiring too much labor for Indians to 
have performed. 

The sk^etons found in our mounds never belonged to a people 
like our Indians. The latter are a tall, slender, straight-limbed 
people; but those found in the barrows and tumuli were rarely 
over five feet high, though a few were more. Their foreheads 
were low, cheek bones rather high, their faces were very short 
and Wide, their eyes large, and their chins very broad. But Morse 
the geographer says, page 620, that the Tartars have small eyes, 
and not of the oblique form like the Mongals and Chinese, neither 
of which seem to correspond with the large eyed race who built 
the mounds and tumuli of the west; on which account we the more 
freely look to a higher and more ancient origin for these people. 
The Indians of North America, in features, complexion and form 
and warlike habits, suit far better the Tartaric character, than the 
skeletons found in the mounds of the west The limbs of our fos- 
sils are short and thick, resembling the Germans more than any 
other Europeans with whom we are acquainted. Germany is 
situated east of England, and parts of it lie along the coast of the 
Atlantic, or the North sea, in north latitude 53 degrees. From 
whence voyagers may have passed out between the north end of 
Scotland and the south extremity of old Norway, by the Shetland 
and Faroe islands, directly in the course of Iceland, Greenland 
and the Labrador coast of America. This is as possible for the 
Germans to have performed, as for the Norwegians, Danes and 
Welch, in the year of our Lord 1000, as shown in another part of 
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this work. White Indians, as found far to the west, must hare had 
a white origin. 

An Idol found in a tumulus near Nashville, Tenn., ( see plate* 
letter B») and now in the museum of Mr. Clifford, of Lexington, 
is made of clay, peculiar for its fineness* With this clay was 
mixed a small portion of gypsum, or plaster of Paris. This idol 
was made to represent a man, in a state of nudity or nakedness, 
whose arms had been cut off close to the body, and whose nose 
and chin have been mutilated, with *a fillet and cake upon its head. 
In all these respects, a& well as in the peculiar manner of plating 
the hair, it is exactly such an idol as professor Pallas found, in 
his travels in the southern part of the Russian empire. A cus- 
tom among the ancient Greeks may have given rise to the forma- 
tion of such an idol, which was copied by the Asiatic ancestors 
of the people who brought it with them from Asia to the woods 
of America. This custom was — when a victim was destined to 
be sacrificed, the sacred fillet was bound upon the head of the 
idol, the victim and the priest The salted cake was placed upon 
the head of the victim only: it was called 44 Mola.” Hence ?m- 
molare , or immolation, in latter times was used to signify any kind 
of sacrifice. 

The ancestors of our northern Indians were mere hunters ; 
while the authors of our tumuli were shepherds and husbandmen. 
The temples, altars and sacred places of the Hindoos were always 
situated on the banks of some stream of water. The same ob- 
servation applies to the temples, altars and sacred places of those 
who erected our tumuli. 44 To the consecrated streams of Hin- 
dustan devotees assembled from all parts of the empire, to wor- 
ship their gods, and purify themselves by bathing in the sacred 
waters. In this country, their sacred places were uniformly on 
the banks of some river ; and who knows but the Muskingum, 
the Sciota, the Miami, the Ohio, the Cumberland, and the Missis- 
sippi, were once deemed as sacred, and their hanks as thickly 
settled, and as well cultivated, as are now those of the Ganges, 
the Indus, and the Barempooter .” — ( American Ant . Researches .) 

44 Some years since a clay vessel was discovered, about twenty 
feet below the surface, in alluvial earth, in digging a well near 
Nashville, Tennessee, and was found standing on a rock, from 
whence a spring of water issued. This vessel was taken to Peale’s 
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museum, at Philadelphia. It contains about one gallon; was cir- 
cular in its shape, with a flat bottom, from which it rises in a some- 
what globose form, terminating at the summit with the figure of a 
female head; the place where the water was introduced, or poured 
out, was on the one side of it, nearly at the top of the globose 
part The features of the face are Asiatic;, the crown of the 
head is covered by a. cap of pyramidal figure, with a flattened cir- 
cular summit, ending at the apex, with a round button. The ears 
are large, extending as low as the chin. The features resemble 
many of those engraved for Raffle’s history ; and the cap resem- 
bles Asiatic head dresses.” — ( Am. Ant . Researches .) 

Another idol was, a few years since, dug up in Natchez, on 
the Mississippi, on a piece of ground where, according to tradi- 
tion, long before Europeans visited this country, stood an Indian 
temple. This idol is of stone, and is nineteen inches in height, 
nine inches in width, and seven inches thick at the extremities. 
On its breast, as represented on the plate of the idol, were five 
marks, which were evidently characters of some kind, resembling, 
as supposed, the Persian ; probably expressing, in the language 
of its authors, the name and supposed attributes of the senseless 
god of stone. ( See the plate , letter G.) It has been supposed 
the present race of Indians found their way from Asia, by the 
way of Bhering’s strait, and had passed from thence along down 
the chain of northern lakes, till they finally came to the Atlantic, 
south of Hudson’s bay, in latitude about 50 degrees north; long 
before the people who made the great works of the west. That 
this was the fact, is argued by those who contend for its belief, 
from their having a greater knowledge of the arts difiused among 
them than the Indians. It is, say they, among a dense popula- 
tion, that these improvements are effected; it is here that necessi- 
ty, the mother of invention, prompts- man to subject, such animals 
to his dominion, as he discovers most docile, and best calculated 
to assist him in his labors, and to supply him with food and rai- 
ment This we believe, and for this very reason we hold the au- 
thors of our western works were thus enlightened, before they 
came here, on the plains of Shinar, amid the density of the popu- 
lation of the region immediately round about the tower of Babel. 
For it is evident, they never would have undertaken to build a 
work so immense as that tower, unless their numbers were consi- 
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tiered equal to it; and much less, unless this t oas the fact, could 
they have in reality effected it’ While the thousands and tens of 
thousands, who were employed in that work, there must also, for 
their support, have been a large country, densely peopled, under 
-contribution. In order to this, agriculture must have been resorted 
to; instruments of metal were indispensible, both in clearing the 
earth and in erecting the tower. All this was learned from Noah, 
who had brought, with himself and family, the knowledge of the 
antediluvians ; of whom it is said expressly, in the book of Gene- 
sis, that they both understood the use of iron and brass, as well as 
agriculture. Abel was a tiller of the ground; Tubal Cain was a 
worker in iron and brass. It cannot, therefore, be possible that 
Noah’s immediate descendants, to the third or tenth generations, 
could have forgotten these things. And such as wandered least 
after the dispersion, after such as may have spoken the same lan- 
guage, had found a place to settle in, would most certainly retain 
this antediluvian information more than such as wandered, as the 
Tartars always have done. 

One of the arts known to the builders of Babel, was that of 
brick making; this art was also known to the people who built 
the works in the west The knowledge of copper was known to 
the people of the plains Shinar, for Noah must have communica- 
ted it, as he lived one hundred and fifty years among them after 
the flood; also copper, was known to the antediluvians. Copper 
was also known to the authors of the western monuments. Iron 
was known to the antediluvians; it was also known to the ancients 
of the west Copper ore is very abundant, in many places of the 
west ; and, therefore, as they had a knowledge of it when they 
first came here they knew how to work it, and form it into tools 
and ornaments. This is the reason why so many articles of this 
metal are found in their works ; and even if they had a knowledge 
of iron ore, and knew how to work it, all articles made of it must 
have become oxydized as appears from what few specimens have 
been found, while those of copper are more imperishable. Gold 
ornaihents are said to have been found in several tumuli. Silver, 
very well plated on copper, has been found in several mounds, 
besides those at Circleville and Marietta. An ornament of copper 
was found in a stone mound near Chilicothe; it was a bracelet for 
the ancle or wrist. The ancients of Asia, immediately after the 
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dispersion, were acquainted with ornaments made of the various 
metals; for in the family of Terah , who was the father of Abrar 
ham and Nahor , we find these ornaments in use for the beautify- 
ing of females. See the servant of Abraham, at the well of Be- 
thuel in the country of “ Ur of the Chaldeans,” or Mesopotamia, 
which is not very far from the place where Babel stood — putting 
a jewel of gold upon face or forehead of Rebecca, weighing half 
a shekel, and two bracelets for her wrists, or arms. Bracelets for 
the same U9e have been found in the west; all of which circum- 
stances go to establish the acquaintance of those who made those 
ornaments of silver and corper found in the mounds of the west, 
equal with those of Ur in Chaldea. The families of Peleg, Reu, 
Serug, and Nahor, who were the immediate progenitors of Abra- 
ham, lived at an era but little after the flood; and yet we find 
them in the possession of ornaments of this kind; from which we 
conclude a knowledge both of the metals, and how to make orna- 
ments, as above described, was brought by Noah and his family 
from beyond the flood. 

A knowledge, therefore, of these things must have gone with 
the different people who spread themselves over the whole earthy 
and were retained by those who wandered least, as we suppose 
was the fact in relation to the first settlers of this continent, in 
regions of the west It is believed by Some that the common In- 
dian nations came first to this country to the northwest, and fol- 
lowing the northern lakes, found their way to the Atlantic; while 
at a later period, they suppose, the more enlightened nations of 
China came the same way, and followed along down the shore of 
the Pacific, till they found a mild climate, along in latitudes 50, 
40, and 30 degrees. 

But this is not possible: First, Because the Indians were found 
by us as numerous on the shores of the Pacific as on the shores 
of the Atlantic, and in all the vast , country between; dwelling 
where a people stilL more ancient than they, once lived, but had 
forsaken their fields, their houses, their temples, mounds, forts 
Ottd tumuli, and either were nearly exterminated in wars with 
them* or wandered with to the south; the residue, the descendants 
of whom are found in several of the nations inhabiting South 
Aiswcomu as wo have shown heretofore. Second, It would seem 
rufloailhb) ter the people, or nations, who bqilt the vast works of 
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the west, and arp evidently of the shepherd or agricultural cast, 
to have crossed the strait, and fought their way through hostile, 
opposing and warlike nations, till they had established themselves 
in their very midst. It is, therefore, much more agreeable to 
reason, and also to the traditions, both of the A zteca nations 
in Mexico and the Wyandot tribes in the west, to believe that our 
Indians came on the continent at a much later period than those 
who are the authors of the works we have described, and that 
they had many wars with .them, till, at length, they slowly mpved 
to the south, abandoning forever their country, to wander, they 
knew not whither, as we have also shown- This conclusion is 
not mere fancy, for it is a matter of historic notice, that the 
“ Tchautskis annually crossed Bhering’s strait to make war on 
the inhabitants of the northwest coast of America.” — (Humboldt, 
vol. 1, p. 919.) 

The reader will recollect our description of the walled towns of 
the west, surrounded with deep ditches, as found on Paint creek. 
Little Miami, Circle viile, Marietta, Cincinnati, Portsmouth, and 
in Perry county, Ohio. There is a town, (See Morse’s Geography, 
vol. 2, p. 631,) situated in the regions of Mount Ararat, in the an- 
cient country called Independent Tartary, by the name of Khiva, 
which stands on a rising ground, like the town in Perry county. 
It is surrounded with a high wall of earth, very thick, and much 
higher than the houses within. It has three gateways; there are 
turrets at small distances and a broad, deep ditch; the town is 
large, and occupies a considerable space, and commands a beau- 
tiful prospect of the distant plains, which the industry of the in- 
habitants has rendered very fertile; but the houses of this town 
are very low, and mostly built of clay, and the roofs flat, and 
covered with earth. This town which so exactly corresponds 
with the ruins of the west, is in that part of Asia east of Ararat, 
where the primitive inhabitants, immediately after the deluge, 
made the first settlements. And from this coincidence, we are 
led to a belief, drawn from this and abundant other evidence, that 
the antiquity of the one is equal with that of the other; that its 
construction is indeed of the primitive form; which strengthens 
our opinion, that the first inhabitants of America came here with 
the very ideas relative to the construction and security of towns 
and fortifications, that dictated the building of Khiva. It is al- 
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towed on all hands, that the people of Asia are wholly of the 
primitive stamp; yet their antiquities, are of the same character 
with those of America. 

44 Proofs of primitive times, (says Mr. Atwater,) are seen in 
their manners and customs, in their modes of burial and worship, 
and in their wells, which resemble those of the patriarchal ages. 
Here the reader has only to recollect the one at Marietta, those 
at Portsmouth, on Paint creek, at Cincinnati, and compare them 
with those described in Genesis. Jacob rolled the stone from the 
well’s mouth , (that is, from the fountain at the bottom,) Rachel 
descended with her pitcher, and brough up water for her future 
husband, and for the flocks of her father.” 

Before men were acquainted with letters, they raised monu- 
ments of unwrought fragments of rocks, for the purpose of per- 
petuating the memory of events. Such we find raised in America. 
In the patriarchal ages men were in the habit of burying their 
dead on high mountains and hills, with mounds or tumuli raised 
over them; such we find in America. Mr. Atwater asks the 
question, 44 Did they not come here as early as the days of Lot 
and Abraham V } the latter of whom lived something more than 
2000 B. C., which would be only about 340 years after the flood, 
and about 150 years after the confusion of language at Babel. If 
so, they were acquainted more or less with a knowledge of the 
true God, the creation of the world, with the circumstances of the 
building of the ark, the fact of the deluge, the number of persons 
saved in the ark, or, as they say, on a raft; and also with circum- 
stances which transpired after the flood, as mentioned in Scripture; 
all of which are plainly alluded to in Mexican tradition. But other 
nations than the progenitors of the Mexicans have also found this 
country, at Other eras, one after another, as accident or design 
may have determined. 

On the shores of the Mississippi, some miles below lake Pepin, 
on a fine plain, exists an artificial elevation of about four feet 
high, extending a full mile, in somewhat of a circular form. It 
is sufficiently capacious to have covered 5060 men. Every angle 
of the breast work is yet traceable, though much defaced by time. 
Here, it is likely, conflicting realms as great as those of the an- 
cient Greeks and Persians, decided the fate of ambitious monarchs, 
of the Chinese Mongol descent Weapons of brass have beea 
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found in many parts of America, as in Canadas, Florida, die. 
with curiously sculptured stones, all of which go to prove that 
this country was once peopled with civilzed, industrious nations, 
now traversed the greater part by savage hunters. The ancient 
Greeks made their swords of brass. 


Discovery of America by the Norwegians and Welch , before 
the Time of Columbus . 

This is contended by Lord Monboddo, a native of Scotland, 
and a philosophical and metaphysical writer of the 17th century. 
He wrote a dissertation on the origin and progress of language, in 
which he is sure he has found among the nations of America, the 
ancient Celtic or Gcelic dialect. He goes further, and supposes 
that all the nations of America, from the Labrador Esquimaux, 
to the natives of Florida, are derived of Celtic origin. 

Monboddo argues, in support of his opinion, from a number of 
curious circumstances. He says, that when in France, he was 
acquainted with a French Jesuit, a man of great and celebrated 
erudition, who related to him that a companion of his, who was 
engaged in the missionary service, with himself, among the 
northern Indians in America, having lost his way in the woods, 
travelled on, he knew not whether, till he found himself among 
the Esquimaux Indians. 

Here he stayed long enough to learn their language; after 
which he returned to Quebec in Canada; and happening one day 
to be walking along the docks of that city, observed among the 
crew of a ship that was moored there, a sailor who was a native 
of the country at the foot of the Pyrennean mountains, on the 
side of France. On hearing this man speak, who was a Basque, 
from his knowledge of the Esquimaux, obtained as above related, 
he understood what he said, so that they conversed together a 
while. Now, the language which the Basques speak, Lord Mon- 
boddo informs us, is absolutely a dialect of the ancient Celtic, 
and differs but little from the language of the ancient Highlanders 
of Scotland. This opinion is corroborated by a fact noticed in a 
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Scotch publication, respecting an Esquimaux Indian, who accom- 
panied one of the English expeditions towards the north pole* 
with a view to reach it, if possible, or to find a passage from the 
North Atlantic through to the North Pacific, hut did not succeed 
on account of the ice. On board of this vessel was a Scotch 
Highlander, a native of the island of Mull, one of the Hebrides; 
who, jn a few days time, was enabled to converse fluently with 
the Esquimaux; which would seem to be a proof of the common 
origin, both of the Esquimaux language, and that of the Basque, 
which is the ancient Scotch or Celtic. Also the same author 
states, that the Celtic language was spoken by many of the tribes 
of Florida, which is situated at the north end of the gulf of 
Mexico; add that he was well acquainted with a gentleman from 
the Highlands of Scotland, who was several years in Florida, in 
a public character, and who stated that many of the tribes with 
whom he had become acquainted, had the greatest affinity with 
the Celtic in their language; which appeared particularly, both in 
the form of speech and manner of reciprocating the common 
salutation of how do you do? But what is still more remarkable, 
in their war song he discovered, not only the sentiments, but 
several lines, the very same words as used in Ossian’s celebrated 
majestic poem of the wars of his ancestors, who flourished about 
thirteen hundred years ago. The Indian names of several of 
the streams, brooks, mountains and rocks of Florida, are also the 
same which are given to similar objects, in the highlands of Scot- 
land. This celebrated metaphysician was a firm believer in the 
anciently reported account of America’s having been visited by a 
colony from Wales, long previous to the discovery of Columbus; 
and says the fact is recorded by several Welch historians, which 
cannot be contested. It is reported by travellers in the west, that 
on the Red river, which has its origin north of Spanish Texas, 
but empties into the Missisippi, running through Louisiana; that 
on this river, very far to the southwest, a tribe of Indians has 
been found, whose manners, in several respects, resemble the 
Welch, especially in their marriage and funeral ceremonies. 
They call themselves the McCedus tribe, which having the Me or 
Mac attached to their name, points evidently to a European 
origin, of the Celtic description. It is further reported by travel^ 
lers, that northwest from the head waters of the Red river, which 
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’would be in the region called the great American desert, Indians 
have come down to the white settlements, some thirty or forty 
years since, who spoke the Welch language quite intelligibly. 
These Indians, bearing such strong evidence of Welch extrac- 
tion, may possibly be descended from the lost colony from 
Wales, an account of which is given in Powl’s History of Wales, 
in the 12th century; which relates, that Prince Madoc, weary of 
-contending with a brother for their father’s crown, left his coun- 
try, and sailed from Wales a due west course, which, if they 
came to land at all must have been Newfoundland, which lies 
opposite the mouth of the river St Lawrence, exactly in latitude 
50 degrees north, and which is contiguous to this continent But 
the account relates that he discovered an unknown country; that 
he returned to Wales, and gave such a favorable history of his 
discoveries and of tHe goodness of the land, that many were in- 
duced to embark with him on his second voyage, which he ac- 
complished. He returned again to Wales, but after a while 
sailed a third time to the newly discovered country, but has never 
since been heard of. 

The same account as above, is here again related, but with 
other circumstances attending. 44 In the year 1170,” 663 years 
ago, which was as before stated, in the 12th century, 44 Madoc, 
son of Owen Groynwedk, Prince of Wales, dissatisfied with the 
situation of affairs at home, left his country, as related by the 
Welch historian, in quest of some new place to settle. And 
leaving Ireland to the north, proceeded west, till he discovered a 
fertile country; where leaving a colony, he returned, and per- 
suading many of his countrymen to join him, put to sea with ten 
ships , and was never more heard of.” We are not in the belief 
that all the tribes of the west, who have the name of Indian, are 
indeed such. There are many tribes which have been discovered 
in the western regions, as on the Red river, in the great Ameri- 
can desert, west of the head waters of that river, and in wilds 
west of the Rocky mountains; who are evidently not of the Tar* 
tar stock, whose complexion, language, and heavy bearded faces 
show them to be of other descent The Indians who were living 
on the river Taunton, in Massachusetts, when the whites irst 
settled there, had a tradition that certain strangers once sailed up 
Asooneet, or Taunton river, in wooden houses, and conquered 
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the red men. This tradition does not go to lessen the probability 
of the expedition of the Welch fleet, as above related, but 
greatly to strengthen it This account of the Welch expedition, 
has several times drawn the attention of the world; but as no 
vestige of them has been found, it was concluded, perhaps too 
rashly, to be a fable; or at least, that no remains of the colony 
exist Of late years, however, western settlers have received 
frequent accounts of a nation inhabiting at a great distance up 
the Missouri, in manners and appearance resembling the other 
Indians, but speaking Welch, and retaining some ceremonies of 
the Christian worship; and, at length, says Imlay, in his work, 
entitled hniay** America, this is universally believed. Near the 
falls of Ohio, six brass ornaments, such as soldiers usually wear 
in front of their belts, was dug up, attached to six skeletons. 
They were cast metal, and on one of them which was brought to 
Cincinnati, was represented a mermaid , playing upon a harp, 
which was the ancient coat of arms for the principality of Wales. 
The tradition of the oldest Indians, is that it was 'at the falls of 
the Ohio, that the first white people were cut off by the natives. 
It is well authenticated that upwards of thirty years ago, Indians 
came to Kaskaskia, in the territory, now the state of Illinois,, 
who spoke the Welch dialect, and were perfectly understood by 
two Welchmen then there, who conversed with them. From in- 
formation to be relied on, tomb stones, and other monuments of 
the existence of such a people, have been found, with the year 
engraved, corresponding very near to that given above, being in 
the 12th century. But long before this lost colony left Wales, 
Lord Monboddo says, America was visited by some Norwegians^ 
front Greenland, who, it was well known, were the discoverers of 
Greenland, in A. D. 964, and on that very account, it might be 
safely supposed they would push their discoveries still farther 
west Accordingly, his lordship says, the Norwegians having 
made a settlement in Greenland, in the end of the tenth century, 
some adventuerers from thence about that time, which would be 
more than eight hundred years ago, discovered, sr rather visited, 
North America; for this writer supposes the continent to have 
been known to the people of the old world, as early as the time of 
the seige of Troy; which was about eleven hundred years before 
Christ; about the time of Solomon, or rather, one hundred years 
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before the time of that king. Thin is a point at which the publi- 
cation of this book aims, viz: to establish that this part of the 
earth was settled as soon after the flood as any other country as 
far from Ararat, and perhaps sooner. 

Lord Monboddo says, these Greenland Norwegian adventurers 
made a settlement about the mouth of the River St Lawrence; 
where having found wild grapes, a German among them named 
the country Vinland, as is related in the history of this discovery. 
Mr. Irving, in his late life of Columbus, says, that as the Nor 
wegians had never seen the grape vine, did not know what it 
was, but their being a German with them, who was acquainted 
with the grape of his own natfve country, told them its name, 
from which they named it as above. This account is recorded 
in the annals of Iceland; which was peopled from Norway, 
which is in the north of Europe; and from Iceland the colony 
came that settled in Greenland, from thence to the mouth of the 
river St Lawrence, about the year 1000 A. D. If such was the 
fact, there is nothing more natural, than that they may have 
pursued up the river, even to the lakes, and have settled around 
them, and on the islands in the St Lawrence. There is an 
island in that river, called Chimney Island* so named, on account 
of the discovery of ancient cellars and fire places , evidently 
more ancient than the first acquaintance of the French with that 
country, which we suppose to have been made by these Norwe- 
gians. This Scottish 'author, in his admired work on the origin 
and progress of language, as well as in other works of his, re- 
lates a vast number of curious and interesting circumstances, 
which relate to our subject; one of the most remarkable, is an 
account of an Indian mummy, discovered in Florida, wrapped up 
in a cloth manufactured from the bark of trees, and adorned with 
hieroglyphical characters, precisely the same, with characters 
engraved on a metal plate, found in an ancient burying groundt 
in one of the Hebride islands, north of Scotland. This country, 
(Scotland) boasts of . the most ancient line of kings that have 
reigned in Europe, having settled in Scotland, more than three 
hundred years before the Christian era, in the time of Alexander 
the Great They are of Cimbrick Chersonese origin, who are 
derived probably, from some wandering tribe, descended from 
Japheth, the white son of Noah, whose independence, the Greeks 
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nor Romans were never able, in their wide-spread conquests, to 
wrest from them; this was reserved for the English to accomplish, 
which was done in 1603. These islands, therefore, north and 
west of Scotland, became peopled by their descendants at an early 
'day. Their hardiness of constitution, perseverance of charac- 
ter, and adventuring disposition, favors, in the strongest sense, 
the accounts as recorded in their national documents. And a 
reason why those documents have not come to light sooner, is, 
because they were penned some hundred years before the inven- 
tion of printing; and laid up in the cabinet of some Norwegian 
chief, at a time when but few could read at all, and the means of 
information did not exist, to be compared with the facilities of 
the present time: therefore, it has been reserved to this late era, 
to unravel, in any degree, the mysteries of antiquity. 

In the work entitled “ Irving’s Life of Columbus,” is an ac- 
count of the discovery of this continent, by those northern 
islanders, given in a more circumstantial and detailed manner. 
See his Appendix to voL 3, p. 292, as follows: — “ The most 
plausible or credible account respecting those discoveries is given 
by Snoro Sturleson, or Sturloins, in his Saga, or Chronicle of 
King Olaus. According to this writer, one Biom, of Iceland, 
voyaging to Greenland in search of his father, from whom he 
had beeen separated by a storm, was driven by tempestuous 
weather far to the southwest, until he came in sight of a low 
country, covered with woods, with an island in its vicinity. The 
weather becoming favorable, he turned to the northeast, without 
landing, and arrived safe at Greenland. His account of the coun- 
try he had seen, it is said, excited the enterprise of Lief, son of 
Eric Rauda, (or red head,) the first settler of Greenland. A ves- 
sel was fitted out, and Leif and Biron departed together in quest 
of this unknown land. They found a rocky and sterile island, 
to which they gave the name of Helleland; also a low sandy 
♦country, covered with wood, to which they gave the name of 
Markland; and two days afterwards they observed a continuance 
of the coast, with an island to the north of it This last they 
described as fertile, well wooded, producing agreeable fruits, and 
particularly grapes; a fruit with which they were not acquainted; 
)but on being informed by one of their companions, a German, of 
Its qualities and name, they called the country from it, Vinland, 
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They ascended a river well stored with lish, particularly salmon, 
and came to a lake from which the river took its origin, where 
they passed the winter. It is very probable that this river was 
the St Lawrence, as it abounded with salmon, and was the outlet 
of a lake, which it is likely, was Ontario. There is no other river 
capable of being navigated, very far from its mouth, with a sea 
vessel, and which comes from a lake, and empties into the seS, 
on that side of the coast, but the St Lawrence. The climate ap- 
peared to them mild and pleasant, in comparison, being accus- 
tomed to the more rigorous seasons of the north. On the short- 
est day in the winter the sun was but eight hours above the hori- 
zon; hence it has been concluded, that the country was about the 
49th degree of north latitude, and was either Newfoundland, or 
some part of the coast of North America, about the gulf of St 
Lawrence. It is said in those Chronicles of Sturloins, that the 
relatives of Lief made several voyages to Vinland; that they 
traded with the natives for peltry and furs; and that in 1121, 714 
years ago, a bishop named Eric, went from Greenland to Vin- 
land, to convert the inhabitants to Christianity. A knowledge of 
Christianity among the savage Britons, Caledonians and the 
Welch, was introduced, as is supposed, by St Paul, or some of 
his disciples, as early as A. D. 63, more than 1700 years since. 
“From this time, about 1121, we know nothing of Vinland,” 
says Forester, in his book of northern voyages, vol. 3, p. 36, as 
quoted by Irving. 44 There is every appearance that the tribe 
which still exists in the interior of Newfoundland, and who are 
so different from the other savages of North America, both in 
their appearance and mode of living, and as they always in a 
state of warfare with the Indians of the northern coast, are 
deemed descendants of the ancient Normans, Scandinavians or 
Danes.” In the chronicles of these northern nations, there is 
also an account of the voyages of four boat crews in the year 
1354, which corroborates the foregoing relations. This little 
squadron of fishing boats being overtaken by a mighty tempest, 
were driven about the sea for many days, until a boat containing 
seven persons, was cast upon an island called Eetotiland, about 
1000 miles front Friesland. They were taken by the inhabitants 
and carried to a fair and populous city, where the king sent for 
many interpreters to converse with them, but none that could un- 
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demand, until a man was found who likewise had been cast upon 
that coast some time before. They remained several days upon 
the island, which was rich and fruitful. The inhabitants were in- 
telligent and acquainted with the mechanical arts of Europe. 
They cultivated grain, made beer, and lived in houses built of 
stone. There were Latin books in the king’s library, though the 
inhabitants had no knowledge of that language, and in manu- 
script, as the art of printing was not yet discovered. They had 
many towns and castles, and carried on a trade with Greenland 
for pitch, sulphur and peltry. Though much given to navigation, 
they were ignorant of the use of the compass, and finding the 
Frieslanders acquainted with it, held them in great esteem, and 
the king sent them, with twelve barks, to visit a country to the 
south called Drogeo. Drogeo is, most likely, a Norman name; 
as we find Drogo was a leader of the Normans against the an- 
cient baronies of Italy, about A. D. 787. Drogeo is supposed to 
have been the continent of America. This voyage of the fishing 
squadron, it appears, was in 1354, more than fifty years after 
the discovery of the magnetic needle, which was in 1300, A. D. 

They had nearly perished in this storm, but were cast away 
upon the coast of Drogeo. They found the people cannibals, and 
wore upon the point of being killed and devoured, (these were our 
Indians,) but were spared on account of their great skill in fish- 
ing. Drogeo they found to be a country of vast extent, or rather 
a new world ; that the inhabitants were naked and barbarous, but 
that far to the southwest there was a more civilized region and 
temperate climate, where the inhabitants had a knowledge of gold 
and silver, lived in cities, erected splendid temples to idols, and 
sacrificed human victims to them. The same, it is likely, the 
ruins of which have been recently discovered and are now being 
oxplored, and account of which we shall give in another part of 
this work. 

After the fishorman, who relates this account, had resided 
many years on the continent of Drogeo, during which time he had 
passed from the service of one chieftain to another, and traversed 
various parts of it, certain boats of Estotiland, (now supposed to 
be Newfoundland,) arrived on the coast of Drogeo. The fisher- 
man got on board of them, and acted as interpreter, and followed 
the trade between the main land of Drogeo and the island of Es- 
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totiiand, for dome time, until he became very rich. He then fit- 
ted out a barque of his own, and with the assistance of some of 
the people of the island, made his way back across the intervening 
distance between Drogeo and his native country, Friesland, in 
Germany. 

The account he gave of this country determined Zichmni, the 
prince of Friesland, to send an expedition thhher ; and Antonio 
Zeno, a Venitian, was to command it Just before starting, the 
fisherman, who was to have acted as pilot, died ; but certain ma- 
riners who accompanied him from Estotiland were taken in his 
place. The expedition sailed under command of Zichmni — the 
Venetian, Zeno, merely aepompanied it It was unsuccessful. 
After having discovered an island, called Icaria y where they met 
with a rough reception from the inhabitants, and were obliged to 
withdraw; the ships were driven by storm to Greenland. No 
record remains of any farther prosecution of the enterprise. The 
countries mentioned in the account written by this Zeno, were 
laid down on a map originally on wood. The island Estotiland 
has been supposed by M. Malte-Brun to be Newfoundland. Its 
partially civilized inhabitants, the descendants of the Scandinavian 
colonists of Vinland, and the Latin books in manuscript, found in 
the king’s library, to have belonged to the remains of the library 
of the Greenland bishop who emigrated thither in 1121, 922 years 
ago. Drogeo, according to the same conjecture, was Nova Scotia 
and New England. The civilized people to the southwest, who 
sacrificed human beings in rich temples, he supposes to have 
been the Mexicans, or some ancient nations of Florida or Lou- 
isiana. 

A distinguished Writer of Copenhagen, it is said, was not long 
since engaged in the composition of a work on the early voyages 
of discovery to this continent, as undertaken by the inhabitants of 
the north of Europe, more than eight hundred and thirty jears 
ago. He has in his hands genuine ancient documents, the exam- 
ination of which leads to curious and surprising results. They 
furnish various and unquestionable evidence, not only that the 
coast of North America was discovered soon after the discovery 
of Greenland by northern explorers, a part of whom remained 
there, and that it was again visited in the 11th, 12th and 13th 
centuries, but also that Christianity was introduced among the 
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Indians of America. The documents of this writer furnish even 
a map, cut in wood, of the northern coast of America, and also 
an account of the sea coast south* os far down as the Carolinas, 
and that a principal station of these adventurers was the mouth of 
the river St Lawrence. He says that it was in the year 985 that 
America was first discovered by Baiske Her Juefser, but that he 
did not land; and that in the year 1000 the coast was visited by & 
man named Lief, a son of Eric the iZed,who colonized Greenland. 
( Cabinet of Literature , vol. 3.) 

From the discoveries of Baron Humboldt in South America, it 
would appear that the continent of America has indeed been not 
only visited by the northern nations of Europe at a very early day, 
but also to have settled on it, and to have become the head of 
tribes, nations and kingdoms, as follows: 

In the kingdom of Guatemala, North America, the descendants 
of the original inhabitants preserve traditions which go back to the 
epoch of a great deluge, after which their ancestors, led by a chief 
called Votan, had come from a country lying toward the north. 
As late as in the 16th century, in a village in Guatemala, there 
were of the natives who boasted their descent from the family of 
Votan, or Vodan. They who have studied the history of Scandi- 
navian (old Norway) nations, says Humboldt, in the heroic times, 
must be struck at finding in Mexico a najne which recalls that of 
Vodan or Odin, who reigned among the Scythians, and whose 
race, according to the very remarkable assertion of Bede, (an ec- 
clesiastical historian of the 17th century,) gave kings to a great 
number of nations. This wonderfully corroborates the opinion of 
America’s having been settled in several parts by Europeans, at 
a very ancient period. 

The Shawanese tribe of Indians, who now live in Ohio, once 
lived on the Suaney river, in West Florida, near the shores of the 
southwest end of the gulf of Mexico. Among these Indians, says 
Mr. Atwater, there is a tradition that Florida had once been inha- 
bited by white people, who had the use of iron tools ; their oldest 
Indians say, when children, they had often heard it spoken of by 
the old people of the tribe, that anciently, stumps of trees, covered 
with earth, were frequently found, which had been cut down by 
edged tools. — (Am. Antq. Researches , p. 273.) 

Whoever they were, or from whatever country they may have 
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originated, the account, as given by Morse, the geographer, of 
the subterranean wall found in North Carolina, goes very far to 
show they had a knowledge of iron ore ; and consequently knew 
how to work it, or they could not have had, iron tools, as the JSha- 
wanese Indians relate. 

Morse’s account is as follows: “In Rowan county, North Ca- 
rolina, about ten miles southwest from Salisbury, two hundred 
from the sea^and seventy from the mountains which run across 
the western end of the State, is found a remarkable subterraneous 
wall. It stands on uneven ground, near a small brook. The 
stones of the wall are all of one kind, and contain iron ore; they 
are of various sizes, but generally weighing about four pounds ; 
all are of a long figure, commonly seven inches in length, some- 
times twelve. The ends of the stones form the sides of the wall;, 
some of these ends are square, others nearly of the form of a pa- 
rallelogram, triangle, rhombus or rhomboids; but most of them 
irregular. Some preserve their dimensions through the whole 
length; others terminate like a wedge. The alternate position of 
great and little ends aids in keeping the work square. The sur- 
face of some is plain, of some concave, of others convex. The 
concave stone is furnished with one convex, so as to suit each oth- 
er; where the stones are not firm, or shelly, they are curiously 
wedged in with others. The most irregular are thrown into the 
middle of the wall. Every stone is covered with cement, which, 
next to the stone, has the appearance of iron rust. Where it is 
thin, the rust has penetrated through. Sometimes the cement is 
an inch thick, and where wet, has the fine, soft, oily feeling of 
putty. The thickness of the wall is uniformly twenty-two inches; 
the length discovered is rising of eighteen rods, and the height 
twelve or fourteen feet. Both sides of this are plastered with 
the substance in which the stones are laid. The top of the wall 
appears to run nearly parallel with the top of the ground, be- 
ing generally about a foot below the surface. In one place, it is 
several feet There is a bend or curve of six feet or more, 
after which it proceeds in its former direction. The whole ap- 
pears to be formed. in the most skilful manner. Six or eight 
miles from this wall, another has been since discovered, forty 
feet long, four and five feet high, seven inches thick only. The 
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stones of this wall are all of one length. — (Universal Geography, 
p. 515.) 

In the State of Tennessee, which is situated exactly on the 
western end of North Carolina, are also found the vestiges and re- 
mains of ancient dwellings, towns and fortifications, with mounds, 
harrows, utensils, and images, wherever the soil is of prime qual- 
ity, and convenient to water. 

The bodies of two of these people were discovered in the au- 
tumn of 1810, in Warren county, in the State of Tennessee; one 
of a man, the other of a child., to appearance about four years 
old. They were four feet below the surface, in a situation per- 
fectly dry, there being a mixture of copperas, alum, sulphur and 
nitre in the soil that covered them. Their skin was’pre served, 
though its original complexion could not be ascertained; but the 
hair of their heads was of an auburn shade. The child was de- 
posited in a basket well wrought of smooth splits of reeds, ( arundo 
gigantucut) and several singular species of cloth, as well as deer 
skins, dressed and undressed, were wrapped round and depo- 
sited with them ; and two feather fans, and a curious belt — 
( Morse. ) 

From the discovery of these two bodies, we think we ascertain 
the inhabitants to have been white, like the Europeans, from the 
color of their hair; as it is well known the Australasians, Poly- 
nesians and Malays, as well as the common Indians, have univer- 
sally black , long and shining hair. The body which is mentioned 
by Prof. Mitchell, late of New-York, discovered in q. nitrous 
cave in the western country, had red or sandy hair; such was the 
color of the hair of the Scandinavians, of the north of Europe, 
and are supposed, upon authority indubitable, to have settled at 
Onondaga, and round about that region. (See toward the close 
of this work. 

The wall discovered in North Carolina, as related above, is 
doubtless a part of a wall built for the defence of a town or city; 
the rest may have been thrown down by an enemy, or it may have 
been never finished. The regular manner in which it waa built 
and laid in shorter, shows a considerable knowledge of masonry. 
This is by no means very extraordinary, as in Europe a conside- 
rable knowledge of the arts was in possession of the people of 
that country, derived from the Romans, who had subdued all the 
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island of England, and abandoned the country, some hundred 
years before the time of the Welch expedition to the west of Eu- 
rope, as we shall relate by and by. What traits of iron instru- 
ments are found scattered over this country, except such as have 
been buried or lost in conflicts and battles with the Indians, since 
the discovery of the country by Columbus, are to be attributed to 
these Scandinavian and Welch settlers from the old country ; 
the latter about the ninth or tenth century, and the former long 
before. 

If the Welch, as we shall show, a few pages hence, found this 
-country about the year 950, there was time enough for them to 
have established themselves in many parts, and to have built 
themselves towns, and cultivated the earth to a great extent ; as, 
from about 950 till its discovery by Columbus, in 1492, would 
be not far from 542 years. ' A longer time than has elapsed 
since its last discovery, and also time enough for their deserted 
works to become covered with forests of the age of four and five 
hundred years. 

According to Morse, the ancestors of the Welch were the 
Cimbri, or northern Celts. But he says the Goths from Asia hav- 
ing seized on Germany, and a great part of Gaul, or France, 
gradually repelled the Celts, and placed colonies on the island of 
Britain, three or four centuries before the Christian era ; that the 
'Romans found many tribes of the Belgte, or ancient Germans, 
-when they first invaded that island: consequently, not only the 
Welch, but the English also, had, in part, the Goths, or ancient 
Germans, for their ancestors, and were the people who, as well as 
the Scandinavians, discovered America and settled here. It may 
be that from such causes as these, are found, far to the west, 
several tribes of white Indians, originated from Welch, Ger- 
man and Scandinavian ancestors, who well might be supposed to 
have had, not only a knowledge of masonry, sufficient to build 
walls, but of iron also; the traits of whiefrare found in many parts 
sufficiently marked by oxyzidation to throw the time of their for- 
mation beyond the last discovery of America. 

On the river Gasconade, which empties into the Missouri, on 
the southern side, are found the traces of ancient works, similar 
to those in North Carolina. In the saltpetre caves of that region, 
«and Gasconade county in particular, were discovered, when they 
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were first visited, axes and hammers made of iron; which led to 
the belief that they had formerly worked those caves for the sake 
of the nitre. 

Dr. Beck, from whose Gazetteer of Missouri and Illinois, p. 
234 , we have this account, remarks, however, that “it is difficult 
to decide whether these tools were left there by the present race 
of Indians, or a more civilized race of people.” He says it is 
unusual for the savages of our day to take up their residence in 
caves, considering them places to whieh the devil resorts ; and 
that they are* not acquainted with the uses of saltpetre, and would 
rather avoid them than collect it. This author considers the cir- 
cumstance of finding those tools in the nitre caves, as furnishing 
a degree of evidence that the country of Gasconade river was 
formerly settled by a race of men who were acquainted with the 
use of iron, and exceeded the Indians in civilization and a know- 
ledge of the arts. 

But there are other facts, he says, connected with these, about 
which there can be no mistake. Not far from this cave is found 
the ruins of an ancient town. It appears to have been regularly 
laid out, and the dimensions of the squares, streets, and some of 
the houses, can yet be discovered. 

Stone walls are found in different parts of the area, which are 
frequently covered with huge heaps of earth. Missouri joins Ten- 
nessee on the west, the same as the latter does North Carolina; 
and from a similarity of the works discovered, it would appear that 
a population, similar in manners and pursuits, inhabited avast re- 
gion of county, from the Atlantic side of North Carolina, to the 
Missouri Territory. These discoveries rank with the architectu- 
ral works of Europe, in the 9th and 10th centuries; as that long 
before that period, the use of stone work had been introduced, 
even in the island of Britain, by the all-conquering bands of the 
Romans. 

If, therefore, the Germans, Danes, Welch, Normans, Icelanders, 
Greenlanders or Scandinavians settled in this country who are all 
of much the same origin, there need be no great mystery respect- 
ing these discoveries, as they are to be referred to those nation* 
from Europe, beyond all doubt. The ancient monuments of a 
country, says Dr. Morse, are intimately connected with the 
epochs of its history ; consequently, as the state of masonry, or 
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the knowledge of stone work, discovered, as above described, in 
North Carolina, Tennessee and Missouri, is of the same charac- 
ter with those of Europe, about the time of the 9th, 10th, 11th 
and 12th centuries, we conclude them to be wholly of European 
origin. 

About ten miles from the spot where the relics of this town are 
discovered, on the west side of the Gasconade river, is also found 
another stone work, still more extraordinary, as it is evident that 
its builders had indeed a competent knowledge of constructing 
buildings of that material. It is about thirty feet square, and al- 
though in a dilapidated condition, appears to have been erected 
with a great degree of regularity; it is situated on a high bold cliff, 
which commands a fine and extensive view of the country, on all 
sides. These antiquities evidently form a distinct class, says Dr. 
Beck, ot which as yet he had seen no description. Of the same 
class has been discovered on Noyer creek, in Missouri, the foun- 
dation of a large stone building, fifty-six feet in length and twenty- 
two in breadth, divided into four apartments. The largest room 
occupies about one half of the whole building, and is nearly 
square; a second in size is twelve feet by sixteen, partly oval; 
third, four by sixteen; fourth, three by sixteen feet. The outer 
Avail is eighteen inches thick, consisting of rough, unhewn stone; 
the partitions between the rooms are of the same material, of equal 
thickness with the outer wall. As an entrance into the largest 
room, are two door ways; the second size one, and the same of 
the two others . — (See at the bottom of the Frontispiece .) About 
eighty rods from this structure is also found the remains of the 
foundation of a stone building, nineteen feet by fifteen in size, of 
the same character of architecture. One large oval room, twelve 
feet by twelve on an average, occupies the centre, with a door 
way, and at each end of the room, two others, three feet by 
twelve, without any door ways. It is probable the largest of these 
buildings was the palace of the chief, or king of the tribe, clan or 
nation; where were held the legislative councils, and the affairs 
of government were transacted. 

The second building, placed at the respectful distance of eighty 
rods, was probably the prison house and place of execution, which 
the small narrow cells, without any outside door way, would seem 
to suggest. The prison in which St. Paul was confined at Rome 
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is exactly of this form and size, which we consider a remarkable 
coincidence, unless it is allowed this American prison house, as we 
have supposed it was, had been fashioned after the same manner. 
We have an account of this prison, in which St. Paul was con- 
fined, which was built several hundred years before the Christian 
era, as given by a gentleman who recently made the tour of Eu- 
rope. It is as follows: 

“All parts of Italy are interesting to the scholar, and many 
parts to the Christian. Thus, near Naples, at Puteoli, I saw 
where Paul landed, and I travelled between Naples and Rome on 
the very same road over which he was led prisoner to Pome; and 
if he was incarcerated in this city, which I see no reason to doubt, 
he doubtless lived the greater part of the time he was here, in his 
own hired house. I have been in the same dungeon, and seen 
the very pillar to which he must have been chained. The prison 
is the Mamertine , the name and history of which is familiar to 
every one acquainted with Roman history, as it was for a long 
time the only prison of the Romans. It consists of but two apart- 
ments, circular, and about twelve feet in diameter, and six feet 
in height, the one over the other, both under ground. The only 
entrance to them originully, was through a small hole in the top 
of each, through which the prisoner must have been let down with 
ropes, passing through the upper to reach the lower prison; these 
dungeons were large enough for the Romans, as the trial soon 
followed the imprisonment of an offender, who, if found innocent, 
was at once liberated, fiut if guilty, immediately executed.” — Jour- 
nal and Telegraph , vol it?., No. 191 — 1832.) 

From the Romans, the German or Belgic tribes may have de- 
rived their first ideas of stone work, as from the Germans the 
Danes derived the same. The style and manner cf this building, 
as it now appears, in its ruined state, agrees well with the build- 
ings of the ancient Danes of the north of Europe, in the tenth 
and eleventh centuries, which also consisted of unhewn stone, 
laid up in their natural state, the squarest and best formed selec- 
ted, of course. In these buildings, says Morse, were displayed 
the first elements of the Gothic style, in which the ancient Belgse 
or Germans used to erect their castles, in the old world, eight or 
nine hundred years ago. These works of these distinct kind of 
antiquities are numerous in the western countries; the regularity, 
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form and structure of which, says Dr. Beck, favors the conclu- 
sion that they were the work of a more civilized race than those 
who erected the former, or more ancient works of America; and 
that they were acquainted with the rules of architecture, dec., (of 
Danish and Belgic origin) and perhaps with a perfect system of 
warfare. 

At present, the walls of this trait of ancient times are from two 
to five feet high, the rooms of which are entirely filled with forest 
trees; one of which is an oak, and was, ten years ago, nine feet 
in circumference. — (Beck’s Gazetteer , p. 300.) But as to the 
fact of there having been colonies from Europe, who settled in 
this country many years since, there can be no higher evidence 
than has been recently afforded, from a discovery made in 1835, 
in the Territory of Arkansas. 

On the banks of White river, in that Territory, which runs into 
the Arkansas, have been found the remains of an enlightened 
population of the most extraordinary character, on account 
of their dimensions, and the materials of which they were erected. 
One of these works is a wall of earth, which encloses an area of 
six hundred and forty acres, equal to a mile square, and having 
in its centre the foundation of a large circular building, or temple. 
Another, yet more strange, and more extended, consists of the 
foundations of a great city, whose streets, crossing each other at 
right angles, are easily traced through the mighty forest. And 
beside them are found the foundations of houses , made of burnt 
bricks , like the brick of the present times. These have been traced 
to the extent of a mile. 

A knowledge of brick-making was possessed by the Greeks, 
and after them the Romans, who introduced the art into all the 
west of Europe, about the time of the Christian era; so that, 
wherever the wandering bands of Europe might spread them- 
selves, it is not to be doubted but with them went the art of brick- 
making, as found in their operations in the western parts of North 
America, as in the foundations of this brick city. 
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Ruins of the City of Otolum, discovered in North America . 

lx & letter of C. S. Rafinesque, whom we have before quoted, 
to a correspondent in Europe, we find the following: — “ Some 
years ago, the Society of Geography, in Paris, offered a large 
premium for a voyage to Guatemala, and for a new survey of the 
antiquities of Yucatan and Chiapa, chiefly those fifteen miles from 
Palunquo*" 

“ l have, says this author, “ restored to them the true name of 
Orotvw, which is yet the name of the stream running through the 
ruius. They were surveyed by Captain Del Rio, in 1787, an 
account of which was published in English in 1822. This account 
describes partly the ruins of a stone city, of no less dimensions 
than seventy-five miles in circuit; length thirty-two, and breadth 
twelve miles, full of palaces, monuments, statues and Inscriptions ; 
one of the earliest seats of American civilization, about equal to 
Thebes of ancient Egypt.” 

It is stated in the Family Magazine, No. 34, p. 266, for 1833, 
as follows: “Public attention has been recently excited respecting 
the ruins of an ancient city found in Guatemala. It would seem 
that these ruins are now being explored, and much curious and 
valuable matter in a literary and historical point of view is antici- 
pated. We deem the present a most auspicious moment, now that 
the public attention is turned to the subject, to spread its contents 
before our readers, as an introduction to future discoveries during 
the researches now in progress.” 

The following are some particulars, as related by Captain Del 
Rio, who partially examined them as above related, 1787: From 
Palenquo, the last town northward in the province of Ciudad Real 
(i I'hwpa, taking a southwesterly direction, and ascending a 
rJge of high land that divides the kingdom of Guatemala from 
Yuc ih\n, at the distance of six miles, is the little river Mi col, 
w i >.s w a tors flow in a westerly direction, and unite with the great 
m\ci Vulija , which bends its course towards the province of Tfl- 
1 lav iu g passed Micol, the ascent begins; and at half a 
and a half, the traveller crosses a little stream 
from this point heaps of stone ruins are disco- 
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vered, which render the roads very difficult for another half 
deague, when you gain the height whereon the stone houses are 
situated, being still fourteen in number in one place, some more 
dilapidated than others, yet still having many of their apartments 
perfectly discernible. 

A rectangular area, three hundred yards in breadth by four 
hundred and fifty in length, which is a fraction over fifty-six rods 
wide, and eighty-four rods long, being, in the whole circuit, two 
hundred and eighty rods, which is three-fourths of a mile, and a 
trifle over. This area presents a plain at the base of the highest 
mountain forming the ridge. In the centre of this plain is situated 
the largest of the structures *which has been as yet discovered 
among these ruins. It stands on a mound or pyramid twenty 
yards high, which is sixty feet, or nearly four rods in perpendic- 
ular altitude, which gives it a lofty and beautiful majesty, as if if 
were a temple suspended in the sky. This is surrounded by 
other edifices, namely, five to the northward, four to the south- 
ward, one to the southwest, and three to the eastward — fourteen 
in all. In all directions, the fragments of other fallen buildings 
are seen extending along the mountain that stretches east and west 
either way from these buildings, as if they were the great temple 
of worship, or their government house, around which they built 
their city, and where dwelt their kings and officers of state. At 
this place was found a subterranean stone acqueduct, of great 
solidity and durability, which in its course passes beneath the 
largest building. 

Let it be understood, this city of Otolum, the ruins of which 
are so immense, is in North, not South America, in the same 
latitude with the island Jamaica, which is about 18 degrees north 
of the equator, being on the highest ground between the northern 
end of the Caribbean sea and the Pacific ocean, where the con- 
tinent narrows toward the isthmus of Darien, and is about 800 
miles south of New-Orleans. 

The discovery of these ruins, and also of many others, equally 
wonderful in the same country, are just commencing to arouse 
'the attention of the schools of Europe, who hitherto have denied 
that America could boast of her antiquities. But these immense 
ruins are now being explored under the direction of scientific 
persons, a history of which, in detail, will be forthcoming, doubt- 
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less, in due time; two volumes of wjiich, in manuscript, we are 
informed, have already been written, and cannot but be received 
with enthusiasm by Americans. The characters here presented 
are the glyphs alluded to by this author formed from a combina- 
tion of the African and American letters, shown and treated of* 
on page 118 of this work — and on 122, 123 and 124. At the 
first glance, the most cursory observer is impressed with the idea 
of their likeness to the Chinese glyphs, which, in the languages 
in which they were in use, is equivalent to the combinations of our 
letters when grooped so as to spell words and shows that America, 
in its earliest history was not without its literati and means of 
improvement by the use of letters, but was lost by means of 
national revolutions in this country, as has been the fate of many, 
nations of the old world, the evidence of which is shown in the 
ruins of this American city, on the stones of which the letters 
out of which the glyphs here shown were combined for use, as 
we combine our letters: — 



By those deeply versed in the antiquities of past ages, it is 
contended that the first people who settled America came directly 
from Chaldea, immediately after the confusion of language at 
Babel . — (See description of the ruins of the American citify pub - 
lished in London^ 1832, p. 33, by Dr. Paul Felix Cabrera.) 
Whoever the authors of the city may have been, we seem to 
find in their sculptured deities, the idolatry of even the Phoeni- 
cians, a people whose history goes back nearly to the flood, or to 
within a hundred and fifty years of that period. 

It appears from some of the historical works of the Mexicans, 
written in pictures, which fell into -the hands of the Spaniards, 
that there was found one which was written by Yuan, and seta 
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himself forth to be the third gentile, (reckoning from the flood or 
family of Noah,) and lord of the Tapanahuasec , or the sacred drum. 
In the book above alluded to, Votan says that he saw the great 
house which was built by his grandfather, meaning the tower of 
Babel, which went up from the earth to the sky. In one of those 
picture books, the account is given by the Indian historian, who* 
ever he was, or at whatever time he lived, that Votan had writ* 
ten it himself. He gives the account that he made no less than 
four voyages to this continent, conducting with him at one time 
seven families. He says that others of his family had gone away 
before himself, and that he was determined to travel till he should 
come to the root of heaven, the skie, (in the west,) in order to 
discover his relation the Culebras, or Snake people, and calls 
himself Culebra, (a snake,) and that he found them, and became 
their captain. He mentions the name of the town which his 
relation had built at first, which was Tezequil, 

Agreeing with this account, it is found by exploring the ruins 
of this city, and its sculptures, that among a multitude of strange 
representations are found two which represent this Votan, on 
both continents. The continents are shown by being painted in 
two parallel squares, and standing on each is this Votan, showing 
his acquaintance with each of them. The pictures engraven on 
the stones which form the sides of the houses or temples of this 
ruined city, are a series of hieroglyphics which show, beyond all 
doubt, that the era of its construction, and of the people who 
built it, excels in antiquity those of the ancient Greeks, the Ro- 
mans, and the most celebrated nations of the old world, and is 
worthy of being compared even with the first progenitors of the 
Hebrews themselves, after the flood . — ( See History of American 
City , as before quoted , p. 39,) 

It is found that the gods of the anoient Egyptians, even Osiris f 
Apis and Isis, are sculptured on the stones of this city, the wor- 
ship of which passed from Egypt to many nations, and is found 
under many forms, but all iraceble to the same original. We 
have examined the forms of the figuera cut on the side of the famous 
Obelisk of seventy-two feet in height, brought not long since from 
Egypt, by the French government, and erected in Paris; and 
have compared them with some of the sculptured forms of men, 
found on the stones of this city, in which there is an exact cor- 
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respondence, in one remarkable particular: On the obelisk — is 
represented a king or god seated on a throne, holding in one 
hand a rod grasped in its middle, having on its top the figure of 
a small bird. 

The arm holding this is extended toward a person who is rest- 
ing on one knee before him and offers from each of his hands, 
that which is either food, drink or incence to the one on the 
throne. The head ornaments are of the most fantastic construc- 
tion. The same without variation is cut in the stones of the 
ruined American city in many places; with this difference only, 
the American sculpture is much larger, as if representing gigan- 
tic beings, but is of the same character. Can we have a better 
proof than this, that Egyptian Colonies have reached America 
in the very first ages of the world after the flood, or some people 
having the notions, the religion and the arts of the Egyptians, 
and such were the most ancient people of Canaan, the Hivites, 
Perisites and Hitites which names denote all these nations as 
serpent worshipers. 

As it respects the true founders of this city, the discovery and 
contents of which are nqw causing so great and general interest 
in both this country and Europe, it is ascertained in the most 
direct and satisfactory way, in the work to which we have just 
alluded, published in London, 1832, on the subject of this city, 
that they were the ancient Hivites y one of the nations which in- 
habited Palestine, or Canaan, a remnant of which, it is ascer- 
tained; fled into the kingdom of Tyre, and there settled, and into 
Africa, to avoid annihilation by the wars of Joshua, the captain 
of the Jews; and that among them was one who acted as a 
loader, and was called Votan y and that he sailed from a port in 
anciont Tyre, which before it was known by that name, was 
called CAirim, and that this Votan was the third in the gentile 
descent from Noah, and that he made several voyages to and 
from America. But the kingdom which was founded by Votan, 
was finally destroyed by other nations, and their works, their 
cities and towns turned into a wilderness, as they are now found 
to be. (The word Hivitty which distinguished one of the nations 
of old Canaan in the time of Joshua, signifies the same thing in 
the Phosnocian language. Serpent people or worshipers.) The 
, were the ancestors of the Moors, who spread 
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themselves all along the western coast of Africa, at an early pe- 
riod, and in later times they overran the country of Spain, till the 
Romans supplanted them; who in their turn were supplanted hy 
the northern nations of Germany, the Goths, dec. The Moors 
were not the proper Africans, as the hair of their heads was long, 
straight and shining. They were a different race, and of differ- 
ent manners and attainments. The contour of the faces of the 
authors of the American city, found sculptured on the stones of 
its ruins, are in exact correspondence with the forehead and nose 
of the ancient Moors, the latter of which was remarkable for its 
aquiline shape, and was a national trait, characteristic of the 
Moors as well as the Romans. 

When the Spaniards overran Peru, which lies on the western 
side of South America on the coast of the Pacific were found 
statues, obelisks, mausolea, edifices, fortresses, all of stonfe, 
equal, with the architecture of Egypt, Greece, and Rome, six 
hundred years before the Christian era. Roads were cut through 
the Cordillera mountains; gold, silver, copper, and led mines, 
were opened and worked to a great extent; all of which is evi- 
dence of their knowledge of architecture, mineralogy and agri- 
culture. In many places of that country, are found the ruins of 
noble aqueducts some of which, says Dr. Morse, the geographer, 
would have been thought works of difficulty in civilized nations. 
Several pillars of stone are now standing, which were erected to 
point out the equinoxes and solstices. In their sepulchres~were 
found paintings, vessels of gold and silver, implements of war- 
fare, husbandry, &c. To illustrate the architectural knowledge 
of the Peruvians as well as of some other provinces of South 
America, we quote the following from Baron Humboldt's Re- 
searches, 1st vol. Eng. Trans. Amer. edt, p.255: — “THe re- 
mains of Peruvian architecture, are scattered along the ridge of 
the Cordilleras, from Cuzco to Cajambe, or from the 13th degree 
of north latitude to the equator, a distance of nearly a thou- 
sand miles. What an empire, and what works are these, which 
all bear the same character, in the put of the stones, the shape of 
the doors to their stone buildings, the symmetrical disposal of the 
niches, and the total absence of exterior ornaments. This uni- 
formity of construction is so great that all the stations along the 
high road, called in that country palaces of the Incas, or kings 
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of tbs Peruvians, appear to have been copied from each other; 
simplicity, symmetry, and solidity, were the three characters, by 
which the Peruvian edifices were distinguished. The citadel of 
Cannar, and the square buildings surrounding it, are not con- 
structed with the same quartz sandstone, which covers the primi- 
tive slate , and the prophyries of Assuay; and which appears at 
the surface, in the garden of the Inca, as we descend toward the 
valley of Gulan, but of trappean propkyry , of great hardness, 
enclosing nitrous feldspar, and hornblende. This prophyry was 
perhaps dug in the great quarries which are found at 4000 metres 
in height, (which is 13000 feet and a fraction, making two and a 
third miles in perpendicular height,,) near the lake of Culebrilla, 
or Serpent lake, ten miles from Cannar. To cut the stones for 
the buildings of Cannar, at so great a height, and to bring them 
down and transport them ten miles, is equal with any of the works 
of the ancients, who built the cities of Pompeii, Herculaneum, 
and Stabia, long before the Christian era. 

“We do not find, however,” says Humboldt, “ in the ruins of 
Cannar, those stones of enormous size, which we see in the Peru- 
vian edifices of Cuzco and the neighboring countries. Acosto he 
says, measured some at Traquanaco, which were twelve metres 
(38 feet) long, and five metres eight tenths, (18 feet) broad, and 
one metre nine tenths (6 feet) thick*” The stones made U9e of 
in building the temple of Solomon, were but a trifle larger than 
these, some of which were twenty-five cubits, (43 feet 9 inches) 
long, twelve cubits (29 feet) wide, and eight cubits, (14 feet) 
thick, reckoning twenty-one inches to the cubit 

44 One of the temples of ancient Egypt is now, in its state of 
ruin, a mile and a half in circumference. It has twelve principal 
entrances. The body of the temple consists of a prodigious hall 
or portico; the roof is supported by 134 columns. Four beauti- 
ful obelisks mark the entrance to the shrine, a place of sacrifice, 
which contains three apartments, built entirely of granite. The 
temple of Luxor, probably surpasses in beauty and splendor all 
the other ruins of Egypt. In front are two of the finest obelisks 
in the world; they are of rose colored marble, one hundred feet 
high. But the objects which most attract attention, are the sculp - 
tures which oover the whole of the northern front They con- 
tain, on a great scale, a representation of a victory gained by 
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one of the ancient kings of Egypt oyer an enemy. The number 
of human figures, cut in the solid stone, amounts to 1,500; of 
these, 500 are on foot, and 1,000 in chariots. Such are the re- 
mains of a city, which perished long before the records of ancient 
history had a being.” — Malte-Brun. 

We are compelled to ascribe some of the vast operations of the 
ancient nations of this country, to those ages which correspond 
with the times and manners of the people of Egypt, which are 
also beyond- the reach of authentic history. It should be recol- 
lected that the fleets of king Hiram navigated the seas in a sur- 
prising manner, seeing they had not, as is supposed, (but not 
proven,) a knowledge of the magnetic needle; and in some voy- 
age out of the Mediterranean, into the Atlantic, they may have 
been driven to South America; where having found a country, 
rich in all the resources of nature, more so than even their na- 
tive country, founded a kingdom, built cities, cultivated fields, 
marshalled armies, made roads, built aqueducts, became rich, 
magnificent and powerful, as the vasthess and extent of the ruins 
of Peru, and other provinces of South America, plainly show. 

Humboldt says, that he saw at Pullal, three houses made of 
stone, which were built by the Incas, (king) each of which was 
more than fifty metres, or a hundred and fifty feet lorig, laid in a 
cement, or true mortar. This fact, he says, deserves attention, 
because travellers who had preceded him, had unanimously over- 
looked this circumstance, assarting, that the Peruvians wore un- 
acquainted with the use of mortar, but is erroneous. „ The Peru- 
vians not only employed a mortar, in the great edifices of Pacari- 
tambo, but made use of a cement of asphaltum ; a mode of con- 
struction, which on the banks of the Euphrates and the Tigris, may 
be traced back to the remotest antiquity. The tools made use of 
to cut their stone was copper, hardened with tin, the same made 
use of among the Greeks and Romans, and other nations, of 
which we have spoken, in another place of this work. 

To show the genius and enterprise of the natives of Mexico, 
before America was last discovered, we give the following as but 
a single instance: Montezuma, the last king but one of Mexico, 
A. D. 1446, forty-six years before the discovery of America by 
Columbus, erected a dyke to prevent the overflowing of the wa- 
ters of certain small lakes in the vicinity of their city, which had 
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several times deluged it. This dyke consisted of a bank of stones 
and clay, supported on each side by a range of pal isadoes; ex- 
tending in its whole length about seventy miles, and sixty-five 
feet broad, its whole length sufficiently high to intercept the over- 
flowings of the lakes, in times of high water, occasioned by the 
spring floods. In Holland, the Dutch have resorted to the same 
means to prevent incursions of the sea; and the longest of the 
many is but forty miles in extent, nearly one half short of the 
Mexican dyke. 44 Amidst the extensive plains of Upper Canada, 
in Florida, near the gulf of Mexico, and in the deserts bordered 
by the Orinoco, in Colombia, dykes of a considerable length, 
weapons of brass* and sculptured stones, are found, which are 
the indications that those countries were formerly inhabited by 
industrious nations, which are now traversed only by tribes of 
savage hunters. — Humboldt . 

Samuel R. Brown, author of the Western Gazetteer, 1817, 
says he examined one of those remains of the ancient nations, 
situated at the mouth of big Scioto river on a high bank of the 
Ohio, a half mile from the water. He has no doubt it was a 
military position of great strength, and describes it as follows: — 

“The walls are yet standing, and enclosing, as nearly as I could 
ascertain by pacing, fourteen acres of ground. It is of a square 
form, like the ancient Roman military works. The officious hand 
of civilized man has not yet marred the woods which shade these 
venerable ruins; nor has any curious antiquarian mutilated the 
walls, by digging in search of hidden treasure; the walls in many 
places are yet sixteen feet high, and no where less than eight At 
their base they are about thirty feet, and wide enough at their top 
to admit a horse team and wagon. There are seven gateways, 
three on the west, two on the east, and two on the north, all being 
about twenty feet wide. On the northwest side are the ruins of 
a covered way, extending to a creek, at the distance of two hun- 
dred and eighty rods. The covering is fallen in, and large trees 
are growing in the ditch. On the west side are two covered ways 
leading also to the same creek. These are apart from each other 
about thirty feet, and extending about forty rods, till they reach 
the stream. These walls are as wide and as high as the 
walls of the fort On the east side are also two covered ways, 
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at convenient distances from each other, leading to another small 
creek. 

Thus the garrison of this ancient fortification had Jive avenues 
through which they could safely procure water.” This could 
never have been the work of the common Indians. 

There is a river in South America, the largest river in the known 
world,’ which is the Amazon , the native or Indian name. There 
were in very remote times, a people who inhabited a part of an- 
cient Italy, called Amazons . May not the shores of this river 
have been settled by a colony of Amazons, or have given it a 
name so much resembling the name of that people ? 


Great Stone Calendar of the Mexicans. 

This stone was found near the site of the present city of Mexico, 
buried some feet beneath the soil, on which is engraven a great 
number of hieroglyphics, signifying the divisions of time, the 
motions of the heavenly bodies, the twelve signs of the Zodiac, 
with reference to the feasts and sacrifices of the Mexicans, and is 
called by Humboldt the Mexican Calendar , in relief, on basalt, a 
kind of stone. 

This deservedly celebrated historiographer and antiquarian has 
devoted a hundred pages, and more, of his octavo work, entitled 
Researches in America , in describing the similarity which exists 
between its representations of astrology, astronomy, and the di- 
visions of time, and those of a great multitude of the nations of 
Asia: Chinese, Japanese, Calmucks, Moghols, Mantchaus, and 
other Tartar nations; the Egyptians, Babylonians, Persians, Phoe- 
nicians, Greeks, Romans, Hebrews, and ancient Celtic nations of 
Europe. See the American edition, by Helen Maria Williams, 
voL 1. The size of this stone was very great, being a fraction 
over twelve feet square, three feet in thickness, weighing twenty- 
four tons. It is of the kind of stone denominated trappean por- 
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phyry, of the blackish grey color. We here present a fac simile 
of this stone. 



The place where it was found was rhore than thirty miles from 
any quarry of the kind; from which we discover the ability of the 
ancient inhabitants not only to transport stones of great size, as 
well as the ancient Egyptians, in building their cities and temples 
of marble, but also to cut and engrave on stone, equal with tbe 
present age. 

It was discovered in the vale of Mexico, in A. D. 1791, in the 
spot where Cortez ordered it to be buried, when, with his fero- 
cious Spaniards, that country was devastated. That Spaniard 
universally broke to pieces all images of stone which came in 
his way, except such as were too large and strong to be quickly 
and easily thus afTeeted. Such he burled, among which this 
aculptured stone was one. This was done to hide them from the 
«ight of the natives, whose strong attachment, whenever they saw 
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them, counteracted their conversion to the Roman Catholic reli- 
gion. 

The sculptured work on this stone is in circles; the outer one 
of all is a trifle over twenty-eeven feet in circumference — from 
which the reader can have a tolerable notion of its size and ap- 
pearance. The whole stone is intensely crowded with represen- 
tations and hieroglyphics, arranged, however, in order and har- 
mony, every way equal with any astronomical calendar of the 
present day. It is further described by Baron Humboldt, who 
saw and examined it on the spot. 

“ The concentric circles, the numerous divisions and subdivi- 
sions engraven on this stone, are traced with mathematical pre- 
cision. The more minutely the detail of this sculpture is exam- 
ined, the greater the taste we find in the repitition of the same 
forms. In the centre of the stone is sculptured the celebrated 
sign nahuiolin-Tonatiuh, the Sun, which is surrounded by eight 
triangular radii. The god ToncUiuh , or the sun, is figured on this 
stone, opening his large mouth, armed with teeth, with the tongue 
protruded to a great length. This yawning mouth and protruded 
tongue, is like the image of Kola, or in another word, Time — a 
divinity of Hindostan. Its dreadful mouth, armed with teeth, is 
meant to show that the god Tonatiuh, or time, swallows the world, 
opening a fiery mouth, devouring the years, months and days, as 
fast as they come into being. The same image we find under the 
name of Moloch , among the Phoenicians, some of the ancient in- 
habitants on the eastern side of the Mediterranean, from which 
very country, there can be but little doubt, America received a 
portion of its earliest inhabitants. Hence a knowledge of the arts 
to great perfection, as found among the Mexicans, was thus de- 
rived. Humboldt says the Mexicans have evidently followed the 
Persians in the division of time, as represented on this stone. The 
Persians flourished 1000 years before Christ 

“ The structure of the Mexican acqueducts leads the imagine- 
nation at once to the shores of the Mediterranean .” — ( Thomas 9 
Travels, p. 298. The size, grandeur and riches of the tumuli on 
the European and Asiatic sides of the Cimmerian strait, (which 
unites the Black sea with the Archipelago, a part of the Mediter- 
ranean, the region of ancient Greece, where the capital of Tur- 
key in Europe now stands, called Constantinople,) “ excite 
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astonishing ideas of the wealth and power of the people b j 
whom they were constructed. And in view of labor so prodigious, 
as well as expenditure so enormous, for the mere purpose of 
inhuming a single body, customs and superstitions which illus- 
trate the origin of the pyramids of Egypt, the cavern of El* 
phasta, and the first temples of the ancient world .” — (T 
Travels.) 

But, whatever power, wealth, genius, magnitude of tumuli^ 
mounds and pyramids are found about the Mediterranean, where 
the Egyptian, the Phoenician, Persian and the Greek, have dis- 
played the monuments of this most ancient sort of antiquities, — 
all, all is realized in North and South America, and, doubtless, 
under the influence of the same superstition, and eras of time,— 
having crossed over, as before argued ; and among the various 
aboriginal nations of South and North America, but especially 
the former, are undoubtedly found the descendants of the fierce 
Medes and Persians, and other warlike nations of the old world. 

The discoveries of travellers in that country show, even at the 
present time, that the ancient customs in relation to securing their 
habitations with a wall, still prevail. Towns in the interior of 
Africa, on the river Niger, of great extent, are found to be sur- 
rounded by walls of earth, in the same manner as those of the 
west in North America. 

See the account as given by Richard Lander: “ On the 4th of 
May we entered a town of prodigious extent, fortified with three 
walls, of little less than twenty miles in circuit, with ditches or 
moats between. This town, called Boo-hoo, is in the latitude of 
about 8 degrees 43 minutes north, and longitude 5 degrees and 10 
minutes east On the 17th we came to Roossa , which is a cluster 
of huts walled with earth.” 

This traveller states, that there is a kingdom, there called 
Toon's, which is large, powerful, and flourishing ; a city which 
is of prodigious extent The wall surrounding it is of clay, and 
very high, its circuit between twenty and thirty miles. He 
mentions several other places enclosed by earth walls in the same 
manner. 

It is easy to perceive die resemblance between these walled 
towns in central Africa, and the remains of similar works in this 
country, America. 
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A further Account of European Settlements. 

Thbbk are the remains of one of those efforts of Scandinavian 
defence, situated on a hill of singular form, on the great sand 
plain between the Susquehannah and Chemung rivers, near their 
junction. The hill is entirely isolated, about three- fourths of a 
mile in circumference, and more than one hundred feet high. It 
has been supposed to be artificial, and to belong to the ancient na- 
tions to which all works of this sort generally belong. 

In the surrounding plain are many doep holes, of twenty or 
thirty rods in circumference, and twenty feet deep— favoring a 
belief that from these the earth was scooped out, to form the hill 
with. It is four acres large on its top, and perfectly level, beau- 
tifully situated to overlook the country to a great distance, up and 
down both rivers; there is on its top the remains of a wall, formed 
of earth, stone and wood, which runs round the whole, exactly on 
the brow. The wood is decayed and turned to mould, yet it is 
traceable, and easily distinguished from the natural earth: within 
is a deep ditch or entrenchment, running round the whole summit. 
From this it is evident that a war was once waged here; and were 
we to conjecture between whom, we should say between the In- 
dians and Scandinavians, and that this fortification, so advantage- 
ously chosen, is of the same class of defensive works with those 
about Onondaga, Auburn, and the lakes Ontario, Cayuga, Sen*ca, 
Oneida and Brie. As it is not pretended that the Scandinavians 
made settlements on the continent earlier than 950, there cannot 
be a doubt but they had to fight their way among the Indians, 
more or less, the same as we did, when first we colonized the 
coast of the Atlantic, along the seaboard of the New-England 
States. 

But as these Scandinavians, Norwegians, Scotch and Welch 
were fewer in number than the Indians, and without the means of 
recruiting from the mother country, as was our case, they at 
length fell a prey to this enemy, or became amalgamated with 
them, and so were lost, the traces of whom appear now and then 
among the tribes, as we have shown. 
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We are strongly inclined to believe the following articles, found 
in the town of Pompey, Onondaga county, New- York, are of 
Scandinavian origin. In Pompey, on lot No. 14, is the site of an 
ancient burying ground, upon which, when the country was brat 
settled, was found timber growing apparently of the second growth, 
judging from the old timber reduced to mould, lying round, which 
was one hundred years old, ascertained by counting the concen- 
tric grains. In one of these graves was found a glass bottle about 
the size of a common junk bottle, having a stopple in its nuzzle, 
and in the bottle was a liquid of some sort, but was tasteless. 

But is it possible that the Scandinavians could have had glass 
in their possession at so early a period as the year 950 and there- 
about, so as to have brought it with them from Europe when their 
first settlements were made in this country ? We see no good 
reason why not, as glass had been known three hundred years io 
Europe before the northern Europeans are reputed to have found 
this country, the art of making glass having been discovered in 
A. D. 664. But in other parts of the world, glass had been known 
from time immemorial, even from the flood, as it has been found 
in the tower of Babel. It is found in the cities of Pompeii and 
Herculaneum, which were buried by an eruption of Vesuvius ; 
and it is mentioned in Job 37, 18, who lived about sixteen hundred 
years B. C. Yet glass was invented, or the way to make it found 
out in England, by a Monk, in 664. In the same grave with the 
bottle was found an iron hatchet, edged with steel. The eye, or 
place for the helve, was round, and extended or projected out, like 
the*ancient Swiss or German axe. 

On lot No. 9, in the same town, was another aboriginal burying 
ground, covered with forest trees, as the other. In the same town, 
on lot No. 17, were found the remains of a blacksmith’s forge; at 
this spot have been ploughed up crucibles, such as mineralogists 
use in refining metals. 

These axes are similar, and correspond in character with those 
found in the nitrous caves on the Gasconade river, which empties 
into the Missouri, as mentioned in Prof. Beck’s Gazetteer of that 
country. In the same town are the remains of two ancient forts 
or fortifications, with redoubts of a very extensive and formida- 
ble character. Within the range of these works have been found 
pieces of cast iron, broken from some vessel of considerable 
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thickness. These articles cannot well be ascribed to the era 
of the French war, as time enough since then, till the region 
round about Onondaga was commenced to be cultivated, had 
not elapsed to give the growth of timber found on the spot, 
of the age above noticed ; and, added to this, it is said that the 
Indians occupying that tract of country had no tradition of their 
authors. 

The reader will recollect, a few pages back, that we have noticed 
the discovery of a place called Estotiland, supposed to be Nova 
Scotia, in 1354, the inhabitants of which were Europeans, who 
cultivated grain, lived in stone houses, and manufactured beer , as 
in Europe at that day. Now, from the year 1354, till the time 
of the first settlements made in Onondaga county, by the present 
inhabitants, is about 400 years. Is it not possible, therefore, that 
this glass bottle, with some kind of liquor in it, may have been 
derived from this Estotiland, having been originally brought from 
Europe; as glass had been in use there, more or less, from the 
year 664, till the Scandinavians colonized Iceland, Greenland, 
and Estotiland, or Newfoundland. The hatchets or iron axes 
found here, were likely of the same origin with the pieces of cast 
iron. In ploughing the earth, digging wells, canals, or excavat- 
ing for salt waters, about the lakes, new discoveries are frequently 
made, which as clearly show the operations of ancient civilization 
here, as the works of the present race would do, were they left 
to the operations of time for five or six hundred years; especially 
were this country totally to be overrun by the whole consolidated 
savage tribes of the west, exterminating both the worker and his 
works, as appears to have been done in ages past 

In Scipio, on Salmon creek, a Mr. Halsted has, from time to 
time, during ten years past, ploughed up, on a certain extent of 
land on his farm, seven or eight hundred pounds of brass, which 
appeared to have once been formed into various implements, both 
of husbandry and war; helmets and working utensils mingled to- 
gether. 

The finder of this brass, we are informed, as he discovered it 
carried it to Auburn, and sold it by the pound, where it was worked 
up, with as little curiosity attending as though it had been but an 
ordinary article of the country’s produce: when, if it had been 
* announced in some public manner, the finder would have doubt- 
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less been highly rewarded by some scientific individual or society, 
and preserved it in the cabinets of the antiquarian, as a relic of 
by-gone ages of the highest interest On this field, where it was 
found, the forest timber was growing as abundantly, and had at- 
tained to as great age and size, as elsewhere in the heavy timber- 
ed country of the lakes. 

From the above account, we cannot resist the conclusion that 
on this farm in Scipio, was situated an European village of 
Danes, or Welch, who were cut off and exterminated by the for- 
tunes of war, some hundred years before the discovery of Ameri- 
ca by Columbus, when it is likely their town was destroyed by 
the fire of the enemy, their articles of brass broken in pieces, 
and in the course of ages became buried by the earth, by the in- 
crease of vegetable mould, and the growth of the wilderness. If, 
then, we have discovered the traits of a clan or village of Euro- 
peans, who had a knowledge of the use of brass and iron, as the 
Danes certainly had, long before they colonized Iceland, Green- 
land and Labrador, why not be allowed to conjecture, nay more, 
to believe, that many others in different parts overspread the 
lake country to a great extent 

On the Black river, running from the northern part of the state 
of New-York, into lake Ontario, a man was digging a well, 
when at the depth of several feet he came to a quantity of China 
and Delph ware. This is equally surprising with the field of 
brass. A Mr. Thomas Lee discovered, not long since, on his 
farm, in Tompkins county, in the State of New York, the entire 
iron Works of a wagon, reduced to rust From this discovery 
much might be conjectured respecting the state of cultivation, as 
a wagon denotes not only a knowledge of the mechanic arts, 
equal, perhaps, in that respect, with the present times; but also 
that roads existed, or a wagon could not have traversed the coun- 
try. That the wagon was brought there by the Spaniards, who 
it is said, very soon after the discovery of America, explored these 
northern regions, in quest of minerals, is not likely because roads at 
that time did not exist; and for the same reason none of the first 
settlers of the New-En gland coast had penetrated so far in the 
wilds with a wagon as to give time for it to rust entirely away be- 
fore the first settlement of the western country. 

If one wagon existed, there were doubtless many ; which 
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flaisly shows a civilized slate of things, with all the conveniences 
-of an agricultural life, which would also require towns, and places 
of resort— as market places for produce— or a wagon could not 
have been of any use to the owner. Anvils of iron have been 
found in Pompey, in the same quarter of the country with the 
other discoveries, as above related; which we should naturally 
oxpect to find, or it might be inquired how could axes, and the 
iron works of wagons, be manufactured? On the fiats of the 
Ghnesee river, on the land of Mr. Liberty Judd, was found a bit 
of dilver* about the length of a man’s finger, hammered to a point 
at one end, while the other was square and smooth, on which 
were cut, or engraved figures, the year of our Lord 600. The 
-discovery of the remains of a wagon, as above stated, goes also 
to prove that some kind of animal must have been domesticated 
to draw it with. The horse, it is said, was not known in Ameri- 
ca till the Spaniards introduced it from Europe, after the time of 
its discovery by Columbus, which has multiplied prodigously on 
the innumerable wilds and prairies of both South and North 
America; yet the track of a horse is found on a mountain of 
Tennessee, in the rock of the enchanted mountain, as before 
related, and shows that horses were known in America in the 
^earliest ages after the flood: other evidence that horses have ex- 
isted here before those of the Spaniards can be shown. It is 
likely, however, that the Danes, who are believed once to have 
occupied the whole lake country, had domesticated the buflalo 
and moose, as other nations have done, by which they were 
aided in agricultural pursuits, as we are now by the ox. 


A Further Account of Western Antiquities . 

But as to the state of the arts among the more ancient nations 
of America, some idea may be gathered from what has been al- 
ready said. That they manufactured brick of a good quality, is 
known from the discoveries made on opening their tumuli, and 
from the newly discovered foundations of a brick city in Arkan- 
sas, as before shown. A vast many instances of articles made 
of copper and sometimes plated with silver, have been met with 
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terior of Africa. The warp being extended by some slight kind 
of machinery, the woof was passed across it, then twisted, every 
two threads of warp together, before the second passage of the 
filling. This seems to have been the first mde method of weav- 
ing in Asia, Africa and America. A second envelope of these 
mummies, is a kind of net work, of coarse threads, formed 
of very small loose meshes, in which were fixed the feathers 
of various kinds of birds, so as to make a perfectly smooth 
surface, lying all in one direction. The art of this manu- 
facure was well understood in Mexico, and still exists in the 
northwest coast of America, and in the Pacific islands. The 
third and outer envelope of these mummies, is either like the 
one first described, or consists of leather, sewed together. — Am. 
Antq Soc. 

The manufacture of leather from the hides of animals is a very 
ancient invention, known to almost all the nations of the earth; 

but to fiind it in America, wrapped around mummies, as in seve- 
ral instances found in nitrous caves, and the Kentucky caverns, 
shows a knowledge of a branch of the arts, in the possession of 
the people of America, at an era coeval with the Egyptians — as 
the art of embalming is found in connection with that of tanning 
the skins of animals. 


Among the vast variety of discoveries made in the mounds, 
tumuli and fortifications of these people have been found, 
not only hatchets made of stone; but axes as large, and much of 
the same shape with those made of iron at the present day; also 
pickaxes and pestles, (see plate Nos. 11 and 12,) with various 
other instruments, made of stone. But besides, there have been 
found very well manufactured swords and knives of iron, and 
possibly steely says Mr. Atwater: from which we are to conclude, 
that the priojHBeople.of America, either discovered the use of 
^^^Bthe Greeks did, or that they learned its use 
^ce; or that they carried a knowledge of this 



, time of their dispersion; as received from 
no brought it from beyond the flood, discovered 
days of Tubal Cain, which was only about five 
fter the creation. Dr. Clarke says, that from the 
certain articles in the wilderness by the Israelites, 
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ceding its knowledge by ibe Greeks, nearly a hundred years. If 
this was so, it follows that they must have leaned it, or rather 
they must hare taken these very instruments of iron and steel 
when they left Egypt; as they had no means of making such in- 
struments from the ore, in the wilderness. 


Great Stone Castle in Iceland. 

In Iceland, which is not far from Greenland, and Greenland is 
not far from the coast of America, 'has been found the remains of 
ancient architecture, of no less dimensions than 200 rods in cir- 
cumference, built of stone, the wall of which, in some places, as 
related by Van Troil, was 50 feet high. This was a Norwegian 
castle, of wonderful strength and magnitude, and of the same 
character with ruins found in this country, and in South America. 
Iceland is but 120 miles east of Greenland, and Greenland is 
aupposed to be connected with America far to the north. This 
island is considerably larger than the state of New-York, being 
400 miles in length, and 270 in breadth. It was discovered by a 
Norwegian pirate, named Nrrdoddr, in the year 861, as he was 
driven out to sea by an eastern storm, on his way from Norway, 
which is the northern part of Europe, to the Feroe islands. 

Soon after this, in the year 870, it was colonized from Norway 
under the direction of a man named Ingalf, and sixty years after, 
which would bring it to 930/the whole island was inhabited; but 
they were without any regular government, being distracted with 
the wars of several chiefs for a long series of years, during which 
Iceland was a scene of rapine and butchery. It is natural to sup- 
pose, during such conflicts, many families, from time to time, 
would leave the island, in quest of some other dwelling. This 
was in their power to do, as they had a knowledge of navigation 
in a good degree, derived from the Romans, at the time they ruled 
the most of Europe, 900 years before. 

That Greenland, or countries lying west of Iceland, existed, 
could not but be known to the Icelanders from the flights of birds 
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of passage, and from drift wood, which, to this day, is driven in 
large quantities from America, by the gulf stream, and deposited 
on the western coast of that island. — (Morse.) 

In this way, it is highly probable, the fret Europeans found 
their way here, and became the authors of those vast ruins 
built of stone, found in various parts of America. The language 
of the Icelanders is, even now, after so long a lapse of ages, 
much the same with that spoken in Sweden, Denmark, and 
Norway — so that they understand the most ancient traditional 
history of their ancestors. The characters they made use of were 
Runic, and were but sixteen in number. But, about the year 
1000, the Latin or Roman letters superseded the use of the ancient 
Runic. 

Dr. Morse says the arts and sciences were extensively cultiva- 
ted in Norway, at the time when Iceland was first settled by 
them ; and while the traces of literature were diminished, and at 
length destroyed in Norway, by the troubles which shook the 
the whole north of Europe for several ages; they were, on the 
contrary, carefully preserved in Iceland. 

From this we may safely infer that America, having received 
its first European colonies from Iceland, who had not only a know- 
ledge of architecture, in a degree, but of navigation also, with that 
of science; that in the very regions where villas, cities, cultivated 
fields, roads, canals, rail-ways, with all the glory of the present 
age, exist along the Atlantic coast, also flourished the works of a 
former population — the Danes, Swedes and Norwegians, civilized 
nations, centuries before Columbus was born, but who have passed 
away by the means of wars with the more ancient nations of Ame- 
rica, or with the common enemy of both, the Tartar hordes from 
Asia, now called the American Indians, leaving forever the labor 
of ages, which here and there are discovered, the relics of their 
architectural knowledge. 

One hundred and twenty-one years after the discovery of Ice- 
land, Greenland was discovered also, by the Norwegians, who 
planted a colony there ; and in a little time after, the country 
was provided with two Christian churches and bishops ; between 
which and Norway, the mother country, a considerable amount 
of commerce was carried on, till 1406 — a lapse of years amount- 
ing to about 463, before the discovery of America by Columbus ; 
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when all intercourse between the two countries ceased, occa- 
sioned probably by the convulsions and wars of Europe at that 
period. 

The whole of that population, it is supposed, was lost, as no 
traces of them are found. The climate of that region, as is 
evident, has since undergone a great change, from an accumu- 
lation of ice and snow, from the Northern sea, so as to render 
the coast, where those settlements were, wholly inaccessible. — 
(Morse.) 

Is it not possible that as they found the severity of the weather 
increasing rapidly upon them, they may have removed to the coast 
of Labrador, and from thence down the coast till they came to the 
region of the Canadas, where are discovered the traces of ancient 
nations, in vast lines of fortifications, as attested to by the most 
approved authority, Humboldt* and others ? 


A Description of Instruments found in the Tumuli. 

In removing the earth which composed an ancient mound, situ- 
ated where now one of the streets of Marietta runs, several curi- 
ous articles were discovered in 1819. They appear to have been 
buried with the body of the person to whose memory this mound 
was erected. 

Lying immediately on the forehead of this skeleton, were found 
three large circular ornaments, which had adorned a sword belt, 
or buckler, and were composed of copper, overlaid with a plate of 
silver. The fronts , or show sides, were slightly convex, with a 
deep depression, like a cup in the centre, and measured two inches 
and a quarter across the face of each. On the back side, oppo- 
site the depressed portion, is a copper rivet, around which are two 
separate plates, by which they were fastened to the leather belt 
The two pieces of leather resembled the skin of a mummy, and 
seemed to have been preserved by the salts of the copper. The 
pl ates were nearly reduced to an oxyde or rust; the silver looked 
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quite black, but was not much corroded, as on rubbing it became 
bright and clear. 

Around one of the rivets was a small quantity of what ap- 
peared to be flax or hemp, in a tolerable state of preservation. 
Near the side of the body was found a plate of silver, which ap- 
peared to have been the upper part of a sword scabbard. It was 
six inches long, and two broad, with two longitudinal ridges, 
which probably corresponded with the edges or ridges of the 
sword once sheathed by it, and appeared to have been fastened to 
the scabbard by several rivets, the holes of which remain in the 
plate. 

Two or three pieces of a copper tube were also found with this 
body, filled with iron rust The pieces, from their appearances, 
composed the lower end of the scabbard, near the point of the 
sword, but no sign of the sword itself, except a streak of rust its 
whole length. 

We learn from this that the person who was buried there was a 
warrior, as the sword declares; and also that the people of whom 
he was an individual, were acquainted with the arts of civilized 
life, which appears from the sheath, the flax, the copper and the 
silver, but more especially as the silver was plated on the copper. 
Near the feet was found a piece of copper weighing three ounces, 
which from its shape appeared to have been used as a plumb, as 
near one of the ends is a crease or groove, for tying a thread; it 
is round, and two inches and a half in length, one inch in diame- 
ter at the centre, and an half inch at the small or upper end. It 
was composed of small pieces of native copper, pounded together, 
and, in the cracks between the pieces, were stuck several bits of 
silver, one nearly the size of a sixpence. This copper plumb 
was covered with a coat of green rust, and was considerably cor- 
roded. A piece of red ochre, or paint, and a piece of iron nre, 
which had the appearance of having been partly vitrified, or 
melted, was also found in this tumulus: the bit of ore was nearly 
pure iron. 

The body of the person here buried, was laid on the surface of 
the earth, with his face upwards, and his feet pointing to the 
northeast, and his head to the southwest 

From the appearance of several pieces of charcoal and bits of 
partially burnt wood, and the black color of the' earth, it would 
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appear that the funeral obsequies had been celebrated by fire, and 
that while the ashes were yet hot and smoking, a circle of flat 
slones had been laid around and ever the body, from which the 
tumulus had been carried up. 

For a view of each article, the reader can refer to the Frontis- 
piece engraving, by observing the numbering of each specimen. 
Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6, are articles found in the mound at Mari- 
etta, in 1819. 

No. 1. Back view of the silver ornament for a sword scab- 
bard. 

No. 2. Front view of the same. 

No. 3. Front view of an ornament for a belt, with a silver 
face. 

No. 4. Back view of the same ornament, of copper. 

No. 5. A plumb or pendant, formed of pieces of copper pounded 
together, leaving fissures or openings, which were filled with bits 
of silver; an implement, as to its shape, resembling the instruments 
used by carpenters and masons, now-a-days, to ascertain perpen- 
diculars with, and was doubtless used by these ancients for the 
same purpose. 

No. 6. A stone, with seven holes, like a screw plate, fourteen 
inches long, finely polished, and very hard. This, however, was 
not found in the mound, but in a field near this tumulus. 

Letter A represents a small keg in its construction, and a tea- 
kettle, in the use of which it seems to have been put, which is in- 
dicated by its spout, and appears to have been made of a compo- 
sition of clay and shells. 

Letter B represents the idol before spoken of, on pages 217 and 
218, in three views, a front, side and back view. 

Letter C /©presents the idol, or image of stone, on page 219. 

Letter D is the stone, or Shalgramtij described on pages 180, 
181 and 182 

Letter E represents the triune cup, found on the Cany folk of 
Cumberland liver, in an ancient work, about four feet below the 
surface. The drawing is an exact likeness, taken originally by 
Miss Sarah Clifford, of Lexington, Kentucky; it is by some called 
the triune idol 

The object itself may be thus described : it consists of three 
heads, joined together at the back part, near the top, by a stern or 
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handle, which rises above the. head about three inohes : this stem 
is hollow, six inches in circumference at the top, increasing in 
size as it descends. The heads are all of the same dimensions, 
being about four inches from the top to the chin. The face, at 
the eyes, is three inches broad, decreasing in breadth all the way 
to the chin. All the strong marks of the Tartar countenance are 
distinctly preserved and expressed with so much skill, that even a 
modern artist might be proud of the performance. The counte- 
nances are all different from each other, and denote one old per- 
son and two younger ones. 

The face of the oldest is painted around the eyes with yellow, 
shaded with a streak of the same color, beginning from the top of 
the ear, running in a semicircular form to the ear on the other side 
of the head. Another painted line begins at the lower part of the 
eye, and runs down before each ear, about one inch . — { See the 
right hand figure on the cup, or image on frontispiece .) The face 
engraved alone, is the back view, and represents a person of a 
grave countenance, but much younger than the preceding one, 
painted very differently, and of a different color. A streak of red- 
ish brown surrounds each eye. Another line of the same color, 
beginning at the top of one ear, passes under the chin, and ends at 
the top of the other ear. The ears also are slightly tinged with the 
same color. 

The third figure resembles the others, representing one of the 
Tartar family The whole of the face is slightly tinged with Ver- 
million, or some paint resembling it Each cheek has a spot on 
it of the size of a quarter of a dollar, brightly tinged with the same 
paint: on the chin is a similar spot One circumstance worthy 
of remark is, that though these colors may have been expo- 
sed to the damp earth many centuries, they have notwithstanding 
preserved every shade in all its brilliancy. 

This triune vessel stands on three legs, which are about an 
inch and a half in length. The whole is composed of a fine clay 
of a light umber color, which has been rendered hard, by the ac- 
tion of fire. The heads are hollow, and the vessel is of capacity 
to hold about one quart 

Does not this cup represent the three gods of India — Brahma, 
Vishnoo and Siva? Let the reader look at the plate representing 
this vessel, and consult the Asiatic Researches, by Sir William 
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Jones ; let him also read Buchanan’s Star in the Bast, and ac- 
counts there found of the idolatry of the Hindoos, and he cannot 
fail to see in this idol one proof at least that the people who raised 
our ancient works were idolaters, and that some of them Worship- 
ped gods resembling the three principal deities of India. What 
tends to strengthen this inference is, that nine murex shells , the 
same as described by SirWilliam Jones in his Asiatic Researches, 
and by Symmes, in his Embassy to Ava, have been found within 
twenty miles of Lexington, Kentucky, in an ancient work.” — 
( Atwater.) 

The murex shell is a sea shell fish out of which the ancients pro- 
cured the famous Tyrian purple dye , which was the color of the 
royal robes of kings, so celebrated in ancient times. Their com- 
ponent parts remain unchanged, and they were in every way in 
an excellent state of preservation. These shells, so rare in India, 
are highly esteemed, and consecrated to their god, Mahadeva, 
whose character is the same with the Neptune of Greece and 
Rome. This shell, among the Hindoos, is the musical instrument 
of their Tritons , (sea gods, or trumpeters of Neptune.) Those, 
of the kind discovered as above, are deposited in the museum, at 
Lexington. The foot of the Siamese god Gudma, or Boodh, is 
represented by a sculptured statue, in Ava, of six feet in length, 
and the toes of this god are carved, each to represent a shell of the 
murex. 

These shells have been found in many mounds which have bean 
opened in every part of this country; and this is a proof that a 
considerable value was set upon them by their owners; from these 
discoveries it is evident that the people who built the ancient works 
of the west were idolaters : it is also inferred from the age of the 
world in which they lived. History, sacred and profane, affords 
the fact that all nations except the Jews were idolaters at the same 
times and ages. 

Medals, representing the sun, with its rays of light, have been 
found in the mounds, made of a very fine clay, and colored in the 
composition, before it was hardened by heat, from which it is in- 
ferred they worshipped the sun. It is also supposed that they 
worshipped the moon, both from their semicircular works, which 
represent the new moon, and also, from the discovery of copper 
medals, round like the moon in its full, being smooth, without any 
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rays of light, like those which represent the sun. The worship of 
the sun, moon and stars was the worship of many nations in the 
earliest ages, not only soon after the flood, but all along, cotem- 
porary with the existence of the Jews as a nation, and also suc- 
ceeding the Christian era, and till the present time, as among the 
pagan Mexicans. 

Nos. 8, 9, 10, 11, and 12, represent the shapes of the stone 
<axes, pestle, and other articles spoken of a few pages back. — 
See the Plate . 

As it respects the scientific acquirements of the builders of the 
works in the west, now in ruins, Mr. Atwater says, “ when tho- 
roughly examined, have furnished matter of admiration to all in- 
telligent persons, who have attended to the subject. Nearly all 
the lines of ancient works found in the whole country, where the 
form of the ground admits of it, are right ones, pointing to the 
four cardinal points. Where there are mounds enclosed, the 
gateways are most frequently on the east side of the works, to- 
wards the rising sun. Where the situation admits of it, in their 
military works, the openings are generally towards one or more 
of the cardinal points. From which it is supposed they must 
have had some knowledge of astronomy, or their structures would 
not, it is imagined, have been thus arranged. From these cir- 
cumstances also, we draw the conclusion, that the first inhabi- 
tants of America, emigrated from Asia, at a period coeval with 
that of Babylon, for here it was that astronomical calculations 
were first made, 2234 years before Christ 

“ These things could never have so happened, with such inva- 
riable exactness, in almost all cases, without design. 6i On the 
whole, ^ says Atwater, “ I am convinced from an attention to 
many hundreds of these works, in every part of the west which 
I have visited, that their authors had a knowledge of astronomy.” 

Our ancient works continued into Mexico, increasing in size 
and grandeur, preserving the same forms, and appear to have 
been put to the same uses. The form of our works is round, 
square, triangular, semicircular and. octangular, agreeing, in all 
these respects, with those in Mexico. The first works built by 
the Mexicans, were mostly of earth, and not much superior to 
the common ones on the Mississippi.” The same may be said of 
the works of tkis sort over the whole earth, which is the evidence 

18 
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that all alike belong to the first efforts of men, in the very first 
ages after the flood. 

44 But afterwards temples were erected on the elevated squares, 
circles, dec., but were still like ours, surrounded by walls of earth. 
These sacred places, in Mexico, were called 44 teocalli which 
in the vernacular tongue of the most ancient tribe of Mexicans, 
signifies 44 mansions of the godsJ 9 They included within their 
sacred walls, gardens, fountains, habitations of priests, temples, 
altars, and magazines of arms. This circumstance may account 
for many things which have excited some surprise among those 
who have hastily visited the works on Paint creek, at Portsmouth, 
Maritetta, Circleville, Newark, dec. 

It is doubted by many to what use these works were put; whe- 
ther they were used as forts, camps, cemeteries, altars, and tem- 
ples; whereas they contained all these either within their walls;, 
or were immediately connected with them. Many persons cannot 
imagine why the works, at the places above mentioned, were 
so extensively complicated, differing so much in form, size, and 
elevation, among themselves.” But the solution is undoubtedly,. 
44 they contained within them, altars, temples cemeteries, habita- 
tions of priests, gardens, wells, fountains, places devoted to sac- 
red purposes, of various kinds, and the whole of their warlike 
munitions, laid up in arsenals, These works were calculated for 
defence, and were resorted to in cases of the last necessity, 
where they fought with desperation. We are warranted in this 
conclusion, by knowing that these works are ^exactly similar to 
the most ancient now to be seen in Mexico, connected with the 
fact, that the Mexican works did contain within them all that we 
have stated. 


Great size of some of the Mexican Mounds. 

Tn word Teocall t, Humboldt says, is derived from the name 
of one of the gods to which they were dedicated, Tezcathpoca, 
the Brahma of the Mexicans. The pyrapnid of Cholula, was 
seated on a tumulus with four stages, and was dedicated to Que- 
tzalcotl, one of the mysterious characters that appeared among. 
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the ancient Mexican*, said to have been a white and bearded man,, 
before spoken of. Hie teeealli , or pyramid ol Cholula, is sixty 
rod* in circumference, and ten rods high. In the vale of Mexicc, 
twenty-four miles northeast ffom the capital, in a plain that bears 
the name of Micoatl, or the path of the dead, is a group of pyra^ 
mids, of several hundred in number, generally about thirty feet 
high: in the midst of these are two large pyramids, one dedicated to 
the aim, the other to the moon ; the sun pyramid is ten rods thirteen 
feet high, and its length nearly thirty-five rods, and of a propor- 
tionable thickness; that of the moon is eight rods and eleven feet 
in perpendicular height, but its base is not specified by Humboldt, 
from whose researches we have derived this information. The 
small pyramids, which surrounded the two dedicated to the sun 
and moon, are divided by spacious streets, running exactly north 
and south, east and west, intersecting each other at right angles, 
forming one grand palace of worship, and of the dead. It is the 
tradition of the Mexicans, that in the small tumuli; or pyramids, 
were buried the chiefs of their tribes. We also here ascertain 
that the builders of these two vast houses of the sun and moon had 
indeed a knowledge of the cardinal points of the compass, for this 
arrangement could never have taken place from mere chance — it 
must have been the result of calculation, with the north star, or 
pole, in view. On the top of those teocallis, were two colossal 
statues of the sun and moon, made of stone, and covered with 
plates of gold, of which they were stripped by the soldiers of 
Cortez. Such were some of the pyramids of Egypt, with colossal 
statues. 

This tremendous work is much similar to one found in Egypt, 
called the “Cheops and theMycerinus,” round about which were 
eight small pyramids; only the Egyptian work is much less than 
the Mexican one, yet their fashion is the same. 


Predilection of the Ancients to Pyramids . 

~ far those early ages of mankind, it is evident there existed an 
a lMeeoiKntable ambition among the nations, seemingly « to outdo 
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each other in the height of their pyramids ; for Humboldt men- 
tions the pyramids of Porsenna,. as. related by Varro, styled the 
most learned of the Romans, who flourished about the time of 
Christ; apd says there were, at this place, four pyramids, eighty 
meters in height, which is a fraction more than fifteen rods per- 
pendicular altitude; the meter is a French measure, consisting of 
3 feet 3 inches. 

Not many years since was discovered, by some Spanish hun- 
ters, on descending the Cordilleras, towards the gulf of Mexico, 
in the thick forest, the pyramid of Papantla. The form of this 
teocalli or pyramid, which had seven stories, is more tapering 
than any other monument of this kind yet discovered, but its 
height is not remarkable, being but fifty-seven feet — its base but 
twenty-five feet on each side. However, it is remarkable on one 
account: it is built entirely of hewn stones, of an extraordinary 
size, and very beautifully shaped. Three stair-cases lead to its 
top, the steps of which were decorated with hieroglyphical sculp- 
ture and srnall niches, arranged with great symmetry. The num- 
ber of these niches seems to allude to the 318 simple and com- 
pound signs of the days of their civil calendar. If so, this monu- 
ument was erected for astronomical purposes. Besides, here is 
evidence of the use of metallic tools, in the preparation and build- 
ing of this temple. 

In those mounds were sometimes hidden the treasures of kings 
and chiefs, placed there in times of war and danger. Such was 
found to be the fact, on opening the tomb of a Peruvian prince, 
when was discovered a mass of pure gold, amounting to 4,687,500 
dollars. — (Humboldt's Researches , vol. 1, p. 92.) 

The pyramids of the Ohio are, in several instances, built in the 
same manner, with several stages, on the tops of which were, 
unquestionably, temples of wood, in the day of their. glory, when 
their builders swarmed, in populous tep thousands, over all the 
unbounded west ; but time has destroyed all fabrics of this sort, 
while the mounds on which they stood in giddy grandeur remain, 
but stripped of the habiliments of architecture, and the embellish- 
ments of art 

There is, in Central America, to the southeast of the city of 
Cuernavaca, on :he west declivity of Anahuac, an isolated kill, 
winch, together with the pyramid raised on its top by the ancients 
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of that country, amounts to thirty- five rods ten feet altitude. The 
ancient tower of Babel, around which the city of Babylon was 
afterwards built, was a mere nothing compared with the gigantic 
work of Anahuac, being but 2400 feet square, which is 150 rods, 
or nearly so; while the hill we are speaking of, partly natural 
and partly artificial, is at its base 12,066 feet : this, thrown into 
rods, gives 754, and into miles, is 2|, wanting eight rods, which 
is five times greater than that of Babel. 

This hill is a mass of rocks, to which the hand of man has 
given a regular conic form, and which is divided into five stories 
or terraces, each of which is covered with masonry. These ter- 
races are nearly sixty feet in perpendicular height, one above the 
other, besides the artificial mound added at the top, making its 
height near that of Babel? besides, the whole is surrounded with 
a deep broad ditch, more than five times the circumference of that 
Babylonian tower. 

Humboldt says, we ought not to be surprised at the magnitude 
and dimensions of this work, as on the ridge of the Cordilleras of 
Peru, and on the other heights, almost equal to that of Teneriffe, 
he had seen monuments still more considerable. Also in Canada 
he had seen lines of defence, and entrenchments of extraordinary 
length, the work of some people belonging to the early ages; those 
in Canada, however, we imagine to be of the Danish origin, and 
to have been erected in the 9th, 10th, and 11th centuries of the 
Christian era, for reasons hereafter shown. 

If then, as Humboldt states, there were found on the plains of 
Canada, lines of defence of extraordinary length, it affords an ar- 
gument that the Norwegians and other northern nations may not 
only have mede settlements there, but became a kingdom, a body 
politic and military, and waged long and dreadful wars with oppo- 
sing powers, who were unquestionably the Indians, who had al- 
ready driven away the more ancient inhabitants of America, the 
authors of the western mounds and tumuli. But respecting this 
stone monument of art, found by the hunters, which we have 
described above, it is said that travellers who have attentively ex- 
amined it, were struck with the polish and cut of the stones, the 
care with which they have been arranged, without cement between 
the joints, and the execution of the sculpture with which the , 
stones are decorated— each figure occupying several stones, and 
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from the outlines of the animals which they represent* not being 
broken by the joints of the stones* it is conjectured the engravings 
were made after the edifice was*finishe<L Bui the animab and 
men sculptured on the stone of this pyramid* afford a striking evi- 
dence of the country from which the ancestors of those who built 
it came. There are crocodiles spouting water, and men sitting 
even cross-legged, according to the custom of several Asiatic na- 
tions. Finally, the whole of the American works* of the most 
ancient class, from Canada to the extreme parts of South Ameri- 
ca, resemble those which are daily discovered in the eastern parts 
of Asia. 

From the deep ditch, with which the greater monument we 
have been describing is surrounded, the covering of the terraoes, 
the great number of subterranean apartments, cut into the solid 
rock, on its northern side, the wall that defends the approach to 
its base, — it is believed to have been a military work, of great 
strength. The natives, even to this day* designate the ruins 
of this pyramid by tfie name that signifies a citadel, or castle. — 
The pyramid of Mexitli* found in another part of Mexico* 
called the great temple of Tenochtitlan, contained an arsenal ; 
and during the war of the Spaniards with the devoted Mexicans, 
was alternately resorted to as a fort of defence* and a place of 
security. 

Nothing of the warlike character could exceed the grandeur of 
a fight maintained from the base to the summit of one of these 
tremendous teocaiis, or pyramids. We may suppose the foe ga- 
thered from their more scattered work of ruin, and circling* with 
yells of fury, the immediate precincts of the mound, while the 
rushing multitude fly from tlieir burning habitations towards tbis 
last resort The goal is gained; the first who reach it ascend to 
its top; rank after rank succeed, till in frightful circles of fero- 
cious warriors* the whole pyramid is hut one living mass of fury. 
Now the eoemy come pouring round as a deluge, and begirt this 
final refuge of the wailing populace* while warrior facing war- 
rior, each moment fells its thousands* by the noiseless death-stab 
of the dirk of copper; while from the ranks above, the silent but 
vengeful arrow does its work of death. Here* from the strong 
arm and well practised sling, stones with furious whizzing through 
cover in showers the distant squadron with dismay. Circle 
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•Her circle, at the base, both of invader and invaded, fall together 
io glorious ruin. Now the top, where waved such signals of 
defiance as rude nations could invent, becomes thinned of its 
defenders, who, pressing downward, as the lower ranges are cut 
in pieces, renew the fight Now the farthest circle of the enemy 
nears the fatal centre. Now the destinies of conflicting nations 
draw nigh; those of the pyramid have thrown their last stone ; 
the quiver is emptied of its arrows; the last spear of flint and 
battle-axe have fled, with well directed aim, amid the throng. 
^Surrender, captivity, slavery, and death, wind up the account ; 
a tribe becomes extinct, whose bones, when heaped together, 
make a new pyramid. Such, doubtless, is the origin of many of 
the frightful heaps of human bones, found scattered over all the 
west. 

We learn from Scripture, that in the earliest times the temples 
•of Asia, such as that of Baal-Berith, at Shechim, in Canaan, were 
aiot only buildings consecrated to worship, but also entrenchments 
in which the inhabitants of a city defended themselves in times of 
war : the same may be said of the Grecian temples, for the wall 
which formed the parabolis alone afforded an asylum to the besie- 
ged . — ( Humboldt ,) 

The ancient Carthagcnians, the sworn and eternal enemies of 
the Romans, practised raising mounds of earth over their glorious 
dead. Hannibal, their famous general, who for a while so suc- 
cessfully combated the Roman armies, almost in sight of the im- 
perial city, was thus honored. At the place where he fell by his 
own hand, having poisoned himself to escape the scorn of his vic- 
tors, was raised a lofty mound of earth over his remains, exactly 
like the one which marks the place where sleep the ashes of 
Achilles, on the plains of Troy. 

The mound of Hannibal was erected one hundred and eighty- 
two years before Christ If, therefore, the Carthagenians, the 
Greeks, the Romans, the more ancient Phoenicians, the Egyp- 
tians, the Jews, and all the first nations immediately succeeding 
the flood, were found in this practice, is it not fairly inferred that 
branches or colonies of these same nations or races of men, were 
also the authors of the mounds of America, found scattered over 
its mighty regions! 

CIavigero,who was well acquainted with the history of the Mex- 
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icans afcd Peruvians, professes to point out the places from whence 
they emigrated, several places they stopped at, and the times which 
they continued to sojourn there. This, we understand, is the same 
as related before in this 